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J. H. A. LACHER ON THE COMMISSION. 


Governor Blaine has announced the appointment of Mr. J. H. A. Lacher of 
Waukesha upon the Commission to fill the vacaney caused by the resignation 
of Senator H. J. Severson of Iola, and also for a full term of five years begin- 
ning June 1, 1926. Mr. Lacher was born in Ohio but came to Waukesha in 
1897 and, with the exception of a brief interval following 1904, has resided 
there ever since. He is a curator and a vice-president of the State Historical 
Society and chairman of its membership committee. 

He has a special interest in historical research, and is a member of a num- 
ber of local and national historical organizations. Mr. Lacher was a member 
of the Wisconsin War History Commission in 1918. He founded the museum 
of the Waukesha County Historical Society and has been its only custodian. 
He has written and spoken much on salesmanship, economics, and fraternal 
and historical subjects, and has given freely of his time and energy in a num- 
ber of responsible public activities. Public library work in Wisconsin will 
have Mr. Lacher’s active and interested support. 
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CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK IN WISCONSIN, 1925 


Appleton. Recent purchases in the 
Children’s Department were on display 
at the library throughout the entire 
week. They were not put into circulation 
until the following week. A vote on the 
most popular books and the most popular 
magazines was taken daily, the results 
being announced at the end of the week. 

Barron. Plans for Children’s Book 
Week began several weeks in advance 
by lists of books for children and other 
advertising in the local papers; also 
movie slides. This was continued until 
the end of Book Week. 

On October 27 a Book Week program 
was given by the Mother’s Club; it con- 
sisted of a play, “The Magic Box,” se- 
cured from the Oklahoma City Li- 
brary and given by the grade pupils. 
In this the children were in costume 
representing different books, such as, 
King Arthur and his Knights, Alice 
in Wonderland, Dutch Twins, Heidi and 
others. A paper was given by one 
of the club women on “Influence of 
Good Books, and the Necessity of Good 
Books for Children’. Roll call was an- 
swered by a favorite book of childhood 
days. Also, there was a display of Chil- 
dren’s Books purchased by the library 
especially for Book Week. Over 40 
mothers were present and examined 
these books and were given a copy of the 
Bookshelf for Boys and Girls. 

The following week 60 books were on 
display in a local drug store window, 
with appropriate posters. Many wished 
to buy these books and were disappointed 
when told that they belonged to the li- 
brary. Several have since left orders for 
them with the librarian. 

During Book Week 75 books were on 
display at the library and were admired 
and enjoyed by dozens of children, who 
could scarcely wait until the week follow- 
ing when they were put into circulation. 

The children’s department was decor- 
atedwith posters. These represented chil- 
dren’s books such as, Little Lame Prince, 
Goldylocks, Sara Crewe, Hans Brinker 
and several others. 


All parents who visited the library 
were given the Bookshelf or other lists. 


Beloit. The story hour preceding Chil- 
dren’s Book Week was conducted by two 
students from the Department of Public 
Speaking of Beloit College. More than 
150 children attended. 

In cooperation with the displays at the 
library, Bredesen’s Book Store displayed 
attractive juvenile titles. A list of most 
desirable titles was printed in the paper. 


Benton. The interest in Children’s 
Book Week was widely distributed. The 
Fortnightly Club program consisted of 
book reports from every member fol- 
lowed by discussion of the reports. The 
West Side Club heard readings from 
Rumpty-Dudget’s Tower and a paper on 
“Reading Material for Children” based 
on Miss Olcott’s admirable book on Chil- 
dren’s reading. The Club reports that 
it received much benefit from these 
studies and that never had any topics 
elicited so much discussion. The result 
was that the mothers of the town knew 
much more about their children’s books 
than before the celebration. 

In the schools, an essay contest was 
held on books the children read from the 
Wisconsin Reading Circle list. The three 
best essays from each grade were sub- 
mitted to the judges with prizes awarded 
in each grade. Members of the library 
board visited every grade on Thursday 
afternoon and presented the prizes to the 
winners. 


Berlin. Old favorites and new, de- 
lightful and vivid illustrations, large 
clear printing are features of the display 
arranged by Miss Biggert, the librarian, 
at the public library. Books were ar- 
ranged according to interesting classifi- 
cations. One section was labeled “Mys- 
teries in Adventure and Romance” and 
included such titles as Gulliver’s Travels, 
Iliad, and the Odyssey. Another section 
was “Books that never grow old’; an- 
other “The World We Live In”. The aim 
of the week was to help children to 
choose with discretion and read with en- 
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joyment; and primarily to interest the 
parents in what their children read. 


Boscobel. Editorial comment on the 
purpose of the week appeared in the 
paper and stories of famous men were 
listed with brief notes about the books. 
This was in addition to the exhibit of 
children’s books at the library. 


Brodhead. Cordial invitations to visit 
the library during the week were issued 
through the paper with the assurance 
that a pleasant hour could be spent in 
looking over the rich treasures found 
there and the promise to be allowed to 
take home at least one good book. 


Chippewa Falls. Book Week posters 
and miniature copies of the posters were 
used to advertise the week. 


Eau Claire. The week was celebrated 
by the formal opening of the new chil- 
dren’s room with an invitation to parents 
and others interested to inspect the room 
and the admirable collection of books. 
Letters were sent out through the schools 
reaching the children and their parents. 
On Friday afternoon open house was held 
when tea was served and informal talks 
on books and reading were enjoyed. The 
observance of the week was founded on 
the belief that it is every child’s right to 
learn the love of reading. Also, that 
good books unconsciously lead children to 
distinguish between right and wrong and 
to implant high ideals. Because of the 
flood of poor and mediocre books on the 
market, Good Book Week is a strong 
feature to counteract their influence. 
Members of the library board and repre- 
sentatives from women’s clubs assisted 
the librarian as hostesses during the 
week, 


Fennimore. Many new books, both 
adults’ and children’s, were displayed 
during the week. A story hour was held 
on Saturday. A list of most interesting 
books appeared in the paper with brief 
comments on the volumes. 


Fond du Lac. The feature of the week 


was stories told by Miss Jean Dodd. 
Children were asked to bring their dolls 
to the party and the stories were about 
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dolls. Stories by Miss Dodd are known 
everywhere as a real treat. 

Fort Atkinson. All the slogans asso- 
ciated with Children’s Book Week were 
featured by the library and an unusual 
selection of books gave opportunity to 
make selections for Christmas gifts. 
The patrons were reminded that 
“They called it just a book. It came 

At Christmas with the other things, 
They called it just a book. To me, 
An eager child, it seemed to be 


A great white ship that sailed the sea, 
A ship with silver wings!” 


One of the local stores displayed an 
ideal child’s room such as might be found 
in any Wisconsin home. The room was 
supplied with books furnished by the li- 
brary. 

Judge Lindsey’s comment that the 
cheap juveniles found in the possession 
of the gangs of boys who found their 
way into his court, were closely associ- 
ated with the boys’ careers, stimulated 
the library to emphasize the best in 
children’s reading. 

Fox Lake. Book exhibits were con- 
tinued at the library throughout the 
week. On Thursday evening a commun- 
ity meeting was held at which Miss Jen- 
nie Schrage of the Wisconsin Library 
Commission spoke on “The joy to be 
found in books”. Music and recitations 
rendered by pupils from the schools com- 
pleted the program. Attractive Brownie 
book marks bearing also the library 
hours were distributed to everyone. 
Gratifying results from the evening’s 
talk followed quickly as numbers of 
books mentioned were called for before 
the end of the week. 

Galesville. Never has so much inter- 
est been manifested in Children’s Book 
Week in the local library, as was this 
year. Following are some of the ways 
in which it was observed. 

Posters procured from National Asso- 
ciation of Book Publishers were dis- 
played in library and book-store win- 
dows, and at Gale College. 

Copies of Bookshelf for Boys and 
Girls and other lists were distributed to 
interested patrons. 
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A collection of children’s books, bor- 
rowed from the Traveling Library De- 
partment of the Wisconsin Library Com- 
mission, were on exhibit. 

Eighteen mothers responded to the re- 
quest of the librarian, that the mothers 
of the community read juvenile books 
borrowed from the Public Library, dur- 
ing Good Book Week. 

Sixty-five children from the first four 
grades of the Public School, attended a 
Story Hour one afternoon, at the Li- 
brary. The stories were told by two 
young ladies from the Teacher Training 
department of the High School. 

The librarian offered a prize of a book, 
for the best Good Book Week poster, 
made by a High School student. As a re- 
sult, twenty-eight posters were placed on 
exhibit in the library. Many of them 
were remarkably clever in their con- 
struction and in the thought brought out. 
A High School Junior was the winner in 
this contest. 

A Book-title contest created a great 
deal of interest, with a book for a prize. 
Pictures and objects representing titles 
of seventeen books were placed around 
the main room of the library, and thirty- 
five children from the fifth to eighth 
grades, came for an hour each afternoon 
for three days, to guess these titles and 
to give the names of the authors of the 
books represented. An eighth grade girl 
carried off the honors, her paper showing 
all the titles correct and only one author 
wrong. Incidentally, the boys and girls 
learned to use the card catalogue during 
this contest. 

Another feature was the Boy Scout 
corner, with an exhibit of books of inter- 
est to Boy Scouts. These books were 
selected from the list edited by Franklin 
K. Mathiews in Bookshelf for Boys and 
Girls and the headings were used on 
little cards, to designate the different 
classes of books. One day was set apart 
for the Boy Scouts to register at their 
corner. 

Many parents and friends of the young 
people visited the library during the 
week. 

November 8-14 was also Harvest Fes- 
tival week in Galesville. One of the 
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business men offered two cash prizes for 
the best decorated store windows during 
this local festival. One of the prizes 
was awarded to one of the stores that 
handle books, and was a combination of 
Good Book Week and Harvest Festival 
decorations, 

The interest of the boys and girls and 
their older friends was most gratifying. 
The interest also spread widely as it 
furnished topics of conversation at social 
functions. 

Greenwood. This was the first year 
that the Library has celebrated Book 
Week but the program was so planned 
that it commanded the attention of the 
entire community. For several weeks 
the paper carried news of the event and 
the citizens were informed of the plans. 

As much care in choosing a child’s 
reading as in choosing his food was 
urged. Trashy, insipid and mushy books 
were to be avoided. Why spoil a child’s 
taste for the best? 

In addition to an essay contest on Good 
Books and a poster contest, “People from 
Story-book Land” and “A Tale of Two 
Books” were presented in the grades. 

One hundred and thirty-three children 
taxed the capacity of the story hour ac- 
commodations. 

The culminating event of the week 
was the community meeting at the mov- 
ing picture theater, which fedtured a 
special picture. Children who possessed 
library cards were admitted on the pay- 
ment of five cents. In addition to the 
picture, solos and duets were rendered 
and the children of the Catholic school 
presented a play. 

An original song expressed the com- 
munity’s interest. A few verses are re- 
printed herewith: 


How do you do, Mrs. Andrews, how do 
you do. 

You are faithful we confess 

And your pay will not be less 

If this program’s a success. How do 
you do. 


How do you do, Little Children, how do 


you do. 

While you’re picking out your choice 

Be careful not to make a noise. 

Please remember, girls and boys. How 
do you do. 


ee ee 
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How do you do, Library Patrons, how do 
you do. 

When the new books do arrive 

Crank your car and take a ride 

To the Library and step inside. How do 
you do. 


How do you do, all readers, how do 
you do. 

Please return your books on time 

Or you'll have to pay a fine, 

So remember that next time, how do 
you do. 


How do you do, Library friends, how do 
you do. 

Now you’ve heard us sing a lot 

Some was good and some was not, 

But hope you’ve liked the show a lot, 
how do you do. 


Green Bay. More than one hundred 
children attended the story hour of the 
Book Week. Stories of local history 
were told. 

During the Week the library was a 
mecca for parents and children interested 
in Christmas books. A notable display 
was also made at the Green Bay Wo- 
man’s Club meeting where Miss Marian 
Sharp gave a talk on Book Week. An- 
nouncements and special pictures were 
featured at the moving picture theaters. 


Janesville. The library displayed an- 
cient editions of nursery rhymes, text 
books and other children’s books. Spe- 
cial display cases were borrowed for the 
exhibit which was the center of attrac- 
tion in the children’s room. 

During the week, vacation reading 
club diplomas were awarded. The occa- 
sion was featured in the local papers and 
parents were invited to examine the 
books on display while librarians were on 
duty to explain the various editions and 
the relative interest in various titles. 


Kenosha. “Better books” was the idea 
underlying the Week’s celebration which 
consisted of special displays and special 
visits to the schools. Vacation reading 
club certificates were awarded during the 
week. Talks were given at meetings of 
the Parent-Teacher Associations. 

Kilbourn. Posters made by the chil- 
dren of the sixth grade served to adver- 
tise the week throughout the city. These 
posters were the result of the children’s 
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interest in the week and were stimulated 
by no prizes. The school principal made 
the “Value of Reading Informational 
Books” the subject of the convocation 
address. 

On Thursday evening a community 
meeting was held at the library which 
tested the building’s capacity to the limit, 
many of the audience having to stand. 
Music was furnished by the high school, 
recitations from Stevenson’s poems were 
given by children of the first grade, a 
book symposium by representatives of 
the ten clubs of the city showed a re- 
markable varied interest in books and 
reading. Following this, tableaux of 
book characters were presented, the audi- 
ence being asked to guess the character 
or title represented. A brief talk by a 
representative from the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Commission concluded the pro- 
gram. 

The library had during the previous 
month encouraged the earning of money 
for the purchase of books. Excellent 
titles were selected by the children and 
were supplied through the kindness of 
the librarian. 


La Crosse. “See that fellow over 
there? He’s nine years old and doesn’t 
take books from the public library and 
you can get them free.” Thus spoke a 
six year old patron of the library un- 
consciously introducing Children’s Book 
Week. 

The object of Children’s Book Week is 
to get good books into the hands of the 
children. To this end the library listed 
and displayed the books specially recom- 
mended by the American Library Asso- 
ciation for children of the first to seventh 
grades and also displayed conspicuously 
Charles Finger’s Tales from Silver Lands 
which was awarded the Newbery medal 
this year. 

Children in the schools wrote stories 
about their favorite books and teachers 
voted on books which had been most use- 
ful to them. 

A display of books was also held at the 
North Side branch. 


Lake Mills. The feature of the week 
was a morality play entitled “Every 
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Child” presented by high school stu- 
dents before a meeting of the Parent- 
Teacher Association, The freshman Eng- 
lish classes also made posters and wrote 
stories bringing out the influence of 
good books. Invitations were sent to all 
the rural teachers in the vicinity inviting 
them and their pupils to visit the li- 
brary during the week. These out-of- 
town patrons and many from the city re- 
sulted in an unusually large attendance 
at the library with much interest shown 
in the display. Conspicuous in the li- 
brary was a poster featuring the Gwen- 
dolen Reese quotation. The display was 
particularly attractive with a_ back- 
ground of orange colored paper and a 
mirror reflecting a low light fitted with 
an orange colored shade. 

The librarian comments as follows: 
“When the week is over, one always won- 
ders about results. They are not always 
apparent, of course, but I see from year 
to year greater interest and more care 
in the selection of children’s books on 
the part of parents.” 


Marinette. Books specially recom- 
mended for Christmas presents were on 
display during the week and mothers, 
fathers, aunts, uncles, and cousins came 
into the library looking for suggestions 
for the children’s Christmas. 

The 20th Century Club’s program in- 
cluded a roll call at which each member 
responded with “My favorite book as a 
child”. The feature of the afternoon was 
a talk on “Better books for children” by 
Miss Claire Nolte, librarian. Very help- 
ful and interesting discussions followed 
the talk. 

The display at the library was made 
particularly conspicuous by an unusual 
bouquet of chrysanthemums, the gift of 
Mr. Vatter, the florist. 


Marshfield. Many new books acquired 
for the children’s department were kept 
on display during the week and circu- 
lated the following week. These included 
not only story books but practical books 
for boys and girls. A list of attractive 
editions was featured in the paper. 


Menasha. Receptions for adults on 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons were 
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held at the library giving the guests an 
opportunity to consult with the librari- 
ans regarding the books displayed. A 
story hour was held for children on Wed- 
nesday afternoon. 


Menomonie. The Woman’s Club de- 
voted the entire program of the week to 
two phases of children’s reading. 


Merrill. Editorial comment on the 
purpose of the week accompanied dis- 
plays of attractive editions at the li- 
brary. 


Milwaukee. Space in this article is too 
limited to do justice to Milwaukee’s cele- 
bration of Book Week this year. The 
city saw something new in the way of 
pageantry when the children of the city 
schools and the schools of the county 
presented characters from their favorite 
books in a living parade on Saturday. 
The observance was admirably planned 
by Miss Dousman who invited each 
school to hold local contests of costumed 
characters and then to send their best 
representatives to appear in the parade. 
The line of colorful characters from all 
parts of the world proceeded through 
Grand Avenue, led by a band and es- 
corted by a group of girl scouts to the 
Court of Honor in front of the public 
library. In the procession were seen the 
Pied Piper with groups of children fol- 
lowing him, Friar Tuck and Robin Hood, 
Tiny Tim and Bob Cratchett, Joan of Arc 
and her soldiers, pirates and adventur- 
ers from many countries. Spectators 
applauded from the curbs and other 
vantage points as the line moved down 
the street and the well-known characters 
were recognized. Certainly these fa- 
mous book people were very real to Mil- 
waukee’s citizens at that time. Long 
John Silver and a fellow pirate carrying 
a treasure chest received a prize of 
$50.00 worth of books offered by the 
Milwaukee Journal to be presented to the 
school from which the successful con- 
testants came. Aetna Park School of 
Wauwatosa was awarded the second 
prize. 

Within the library, between four and 
five hundred volumes were on display 
during the week and lists were compiled 
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by the cooperation of the library and the 
Milwaukee County Parent-Teacher As- 
sociation. Milwaukee will long remember 
this Children’s Book Week. 


Neenah. New books for children were 
arranged at the library and helful sug- 
gestions on Christmas buying were of- 
fered by the librarian during the week. 


New London. In New London as well 
as in Milwaukee the interest in Book 
Week was very wide spread. One hun- 
dred twenty-five posters made by the 
fourth, fifth and sixth grades were on 
display in the library. Seventh and 
eighth grades designed book plates. 
Thirty-four members of the vacation 
reading club received diplomas during 
the week. These were presented on Fri- 
day evening at a special meeting to 
which only members of vacation reading 
clubs were invited. Special music was 
rendered by the high school orchestra. 
The address of the evening was delivered 
by W. H. Hatten and the diplomas pre- 
sented by Dr. G. T. Dawley, president of 
the library board. 

The Civic Improvement League de- 
voted their entire program to the subject 
of children’s books. Book characters rep- 
resented by children in costume pre- 
sented themselves in contest at the club 
meeting. Each character told something 
of the book in which he belonged. Spe- 
cial invitation was extended to parents. 

The Rotary Club and the Lions Club 
both used the Book Week postcard post- 
ers as place cards at their luncheon and 
heard addresses on “The value of books” 
by members of the Civic League. Prizes 
used for various contests during the 
week were supplied by the Rotary and 
Lions Clubs, the banks and Cristy’s 
store. 

Copies of Gifts for children’s book 
shelves were distributed to patrons wish- 
ing them. Also lists of recent children’s 
books compiled by the library for the 
local book store were distributed to all 
the children of the public schools to- 
gether with the post card posters con- 
taining the program for the week. The 
week was commented on in all the 
churches at the Sunday service and edi- 
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torial comment on the celebration ap- 
peared in the paper and front page arti- 
cles in the high school Morning news. 

Oconomowoc. The children from the 
schools were invited to see the exhibits 
and to have talks on “How to use the 
library”. 

Oshkosh. A Saturday morning attend- 
ance record at the library was reached 
when the children came to witness the 
play “Friends in book land”. The char- 
acters appearing in the play were dis- 
covered to be the children’s friends in 
books and were enthusiastically received. 
Votes for the favorite books were re- 
ceived during the week and beautiful dis- 
plays of editions were presented in the 
main part of the library and at the 
branches. 


Owen. Displays of attractive books 
including many inexpensive editions were 
featured, composed largely of volumes 
borrowed from the Library Commission. 

Park Falls. Miss Edna Smith, libra- 
rian, displayed with remarkable taste 
and good judgment, numbers of books 
beautifully bound on tables in the li- 
brary. One table was for older boys and 
girls and another for little tots, showing 
books with large print and bright pic- 
tures. In another group were useful 
books on manual arts and in another, 
books of biography, travel and adven- 
ture, 

Platteville. Treasured old books se- 
cured from homes of the city were on 
exhibition at the library to show the 
change in character of children’s books 
during the past 50 years. The old vol- 
umes were in fine print and contained 
few or no illustrations. These presented 
striking contrast with the modern vol- 
umes of large print and beautiful illus- 
trations. But the old books were also a 
striking testimony of the care with 
which they had been treasured and an 
example to the children of today to cher- 
ish their books with equal care. The li- 
brarian suggested that “this year when 
planning Christmas for the kiddies the 
parents put a book on the list. Of course 
they can borrow books from the library 
and they do, but every child should own 
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books and treasure them along with 
memories of childhood. Toys are fine, 
but ‘After all there is nothing like a 
good book.’ ” 

Portage. Miss Zona Gale, Mrs. Byron 
Taylor, Mrs. Roy Welch, Miss Audrey 
Otto and Miss Jane Lewis were the spe- 
cial story tellers at the library for the 
story hours held each afternoon during 
Children’s Book Week. The object of 
the week was to encourage the reading 
of library books and the use of the li- 
brary in general and the stories aimed 
to introduce the children to some of the 
best of the world’s treasures to be found 
in the library. Many and varied edi- 
tions of old favorites and some newer 
authors were on display during the week 
and lists of good titles were distributed 
to parents. 

Racine. Seven hundred men, women 
and children visited the display of books 
suited to every taste at the library dur- 
ing the week. Interesting charts and 
posters decorated the walls including the 
“Map of good stories” and the “Map of 
adventures.” 

A book prize was awarded to the best 
composition on “What the branch li- 
brary means to me and to the grown ups 
of the neighborhood”. 

Copies of the Bookshelf were given to 
adults who were interested in children’s 
books. Story hour also marked the week. 


Randolph. The Sunday preceding 
Good Book Week two of our Pastors 
preached a sermon on “Good Books” and 
the use of the Public Library. The chil- 
dren of the fifth grade made posters 
which were displayed in the Public Li- 
brary windows. The children of the sev- 
enth grade made booklets which were 
also on display at the Library. 

On Friday of that week the teacher 
of Commercial Geography in High 
School brought his class to the Public 
Library and the librarian gave a talk on 
the use of the reference books followed 
by a drill in the use of the Readers’ 
Guide. 

Rice Lake. Sixty or seventy of the 
best children’s books selected from the 
library’s shelves offered a splendid op- 
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portunity to parents to examine some of 
the books their children were reading 
and also to get helpful suggestions for 
Christmas gifts. 


Ripon. A _ pre-Christmas display of 
new books was shown at the library. 


Sparta. A slide at the theatre an- 
nounced Book Week the week before and 
during Children’s Book Week. 

On Sunday the pastors of two of the 
churches mentioned the special effort 
that is put forth during this week every 
year to interest parents and children not 
only in reading good books but also in 
owning them. Quotations about books 
appeared on the front page of the church 
calendar of one of the churches. 

An exhibit of between one hundred 
and seventy five and two hundred new 
children’s books was held in the Story 
Hour Room of the library, a group of 
Camp Fire girls being in charge of this 
room after school hours. These books 
were circulated the Monday after Chil- 
dren’s Book Week. Lists of books for 
children were printed in the papers. 

The children of several of the grades 
acted out scenes taken from their favor- 
ite books. 

The picture “The man without a coun- 
try” was shown at the theatre during 
the week. 

The climax of the week came on 
Thursday afternoon when Miss Nora 
Beust, children’s librarian of La Crosse 
gave a talk on children’s books. 

The week closed with a special story 
hour Saturday at which ninety-six chil- 
dren were present. 


Sun Prairie. The library was open 
extra hours during the week in order to 
allow the children and adults to see the 
exhibits and draw books. The public lit- 
erally flooded in during the week. 

Miss Harriet C. Long, Chief of the 
Traveling Library Department, ad- 
dressed the Twentieth Century Club and 
its guests on “Children’s books and their 
illustrators”. 

Superior. The celebration of the week 


was under the direction of Miss Eliza- 
beth Schmidt, children’s librarian. Rec- 


—— a 


December, 1925] 


ommended books were on display in the 
windows of down town stores. 

A story hour attended by about a hun- 
dred children was conducted on Friday 
by Miss Hester Meigs, of the children’s 
department. Lists of books for various 
ages of children were published in the 
paper together with editorial comment. 
Special lists of the better titles were dis- 
tributed to persons interested and book 
talks were given at four schools during 
the week. 


Two Rivers. A personal letter to pa- 
trons read: “The week of November 9- 
14 has been set aside as Children’s Book 
Week in the libraries throughout the 
United States. 

“The library really has had a chil- 
dren’s book week all the year, for we are 
constantly buying, displaying and circu- 
lating new books for children. So dur- 
ing that week, besides the children’s 
books, we had special exhibits. 

“Thinking you would be interested, we 
thought you might come in and allow us 
to show you some of the travel, science, 
biography and fiction, both old and new.” 
—Mrs. Bernice H. Knight, Librarian. 


Waukesha. Books old and new, ex- 
pensive and inexpensive, stories and 
practical books were included in the dis- 
plays of the week. Lists of desirable 
books were distributed to parents. The 
Womens’ Club devoted its meeting to 
the subject of children’s books featuring 
an exhibit of books arranged by Miss 
Corson, librarian who also spoke on the 
subject. 


Waupaca. Superintendent Watson 
made the principal address at the com- 
munity meeting on Friday evening on 
the “Value of Good Literature”. The 
members of the library board were hosts 
for the evening. - Exhibits of posters 
made by the fifth grade were a feature 
of the meeting. The program for the 
week introduced by a special meeting on 
Monday evening at which Reverend A. L. 
du Domaine spoke on “The library as a 
feature in public education” followed by 
talks on the meaning of Better Book 
Week and book illustrations. The camp- 
fire girls had charge of the program on 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


287 


Wednesday evening to which all mothers 
and friends were invited. 

The story of Parsifal with music se- 
lections was given for high school pupils 
on another evening. There was a story 
hour each day when various story tellers 
entertained the children. On one day the 
children told stories themselves. 


Saturday was Rural Day in charge of 
a committee of ladies from the surround- 
ing neighborhoods. 15 rural schools that 
use the library put on the program and 
the Iola Country Club gave a play. 

Tea and cakes were served every af- 
ternoon during the week. The commun- 
ity responded heartily in the codperation. 
Merchants displayed books and posters 
in their windows. Nearly a thousand 
men, women and children visited the li- 
brary during the week and gifts of over 
a hundred dollars were turned over to 
the library for the purchase of books. 
On two evenings during the week, a film 
production was presented at the theatre. 


Waupun. Cordial invitation was ex- 
tended to the patrons to see the exhibit 
of a model library for boys and girls. 
During the week diplomas for vacation 
reading and prizes for the best book re- 
views were awarded. 


Wausau. Books for young people 
from “nursery rhyme to grown up time” 
were on exhibit during the week and 
were circulated the following week. 


Washburn. Children of the Lincoln 
School presented a play “The king of 
book land” by Frances Cavanah from 
Child Life Magazine before the meeting 
of the Parent-Teacher Association dur- 
ing Children’s Book Week. 


Weyauwega. Story hours were held 
on Tuesday and Saturday during the 
week and special books borrowed from 
the Traveling Library were on display. 
A moving picture of “The cricket on the 
hearth” opened the week’s celebration. 
The proceeds will be used to buy chil- 
dren’s books for the library. 

Posters made by the campfire girls 
were displayed and the librarian talked 
on good books and their influence before 
the parent-teacher association. 
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Wisconsin Rapids. Artistic and orig- 
inal posters were made by the art class 
of high school and exhibited at the li- 
brary. <A beautifully illustrated book 
was given as the prize. 

Copies of the Bookshelf and two 
A.L.A. lists were distributed to patrons. 
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The purpose of the week was noted by 
the local ministers, everyone of whom 
took opportunity to speak specially about 
the observance. The librarian talked on 
children’s books and readings before the 
West Side Parent-Teacher Association. 


This year’s observance of Children’s Book Week has surpassed all previous years 
in originality of idea, in adapting the programs to the community, and particularly 


in working toward a worthy objective. 


Quality in children’s literature and the development of a real love of reading 


underlay the programs and the displays. 


It is probable that no more impressive record of methods of Children’s Book Week 
celebration will ever be obtainable, but emphasis on the purpose of the week will 
undoubtedly be stressed increasingly. The libraries’ symposium next year, there- 
fore, will indicate what the week has meant to the library and to its patrons.— (Ed.) 





ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AT OSHKOSH 


| 
Adapted from Oshkosh Northwestern 


A most fitting and appropriate com- 
memoration program in celebration of 
the thirtieth anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the Oshkosh public library 
as a free community enterprise in 1895 
and the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
formal opening of the present beautiful 
building on Washington boulevard in 
1900 was observed at the main library 
on October 23, 1925. 

The event was largely attended by 
officials in local library work and by 
numbers of interested citizens. The 
audience assembled taxed to capacity 
the temporary seating arrangements 
provided in the west room on the main 
floor where the program was held. 

In addition to the large number ac- 
commodated in that room, there were 
many seated in the large central room 
of the library and in the reading room 
on the east side of the building. Sev- 
eral watched the proceedings from the 
baleony above the main floor. 

The gathering was called to order 
shortly after 8 o’clock by A. L. Osborn, 
president of the local library board. 
Mr. Osborn presented a detailed review 
of the events leading up to the forma- 
tion of a public library in this city and 
traced the important incidents regard- 


ing that institution up to the present 
day. 

“The history of the Oshkosh public 
library,” the speaker said, “is largely 
the history of the life of Miss Mary 
Ann Olcott, whose untiring work in the 
field finally made the library possible.” 

He traced the life of Miss Olcott and 
detailed her first attempts in library 
maintenance work in this city. 

In 1870-71, he said, Miss Olcott and 
her sister began managing a library 
started by a stock company two years 
previously. It had run out of funds and 
the books were moved to the office of 
Judge C. D. Cleveland. Miss Olcott 
kept up the library as well as possible 
with meager funds, but the fire of 1875 
wiped out the little library. 

All was thought to be a complete loss, 
but the foresightedness of Miss Olcott 
had provided insurance in the sum of 
$1,200 and this entire sum was invested 
in a new set of books which were taken 
by Miss Olcott to her home. After sev- 
eral removals from various buildings, 
she was allowed to place the library in 
a room in the postoffice building. 

Miss Olcott paid the rent from reve- 
nues received as rentals and acted as 
her own janitor. She was supposed 
to receive a salary of $10 a month, but 
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for four years she did not receive any- 
thing. In 1891, she was forced for lack 
of room to store the books. 

In 1894 space was afforded in the city 
hall. Thus the free library had been 
maintained by Miss Olcott for twenty- 
eight years, until 1900. She was in- 
strumental in persuading Mr. and Mrs. 
Marshall Harris to bequeath part of 
their property to the city for library 
purposes. To this request they acceded, 
because their deceased daughter had 
had much pleasure in Miss Olcott’s li- 
brary. 

The amount bequeathed was $75,000, 
providing the city of Oshkosh raised a 
like amount within three years follow- 
ing the decease of Mrs. Abby Harris, 
the last of that family. Another pro- 
vision was that the new library build- 
ing, if one were erected, should be built 
on the Harris property. 

Interested public men worked hard ‘.o 
secure the necessary amount with but 
trifling results. In the fall of 1895 a 
special election was held on the ques- 
tion of “Shall the city of Oshkosh or- 
ganize a free public library?” The 
vote being largely in the affirmative, 
the free public library was organized 
under the laws of the state. 

In regard to the Harris estate be- 
queathment, little of value was accom- 
plished until nearly the end of the three- 
year period, when the late Senator 
Philetus Sawyer came to the rescue 
with an offer to donate $25,000 if the 
other $50,000 were provided. The 
mayor and common council then agreed 
to issue bonds in a sum sufficient to se- 
cure the bequest of Mrs. Harris and the 
gift of Mr. Sawyer. 


Eastern heirs of Mrs. Harris tried 
to break the terms of the will. The 
case was argued through the lower 
courts and into the state supreme court, 
where a decision was rendered Oct. 20, 
1908, upholding the will. 

In the meantime steps were taken to 
erect a library building. The home- 
stead of Dr. Barber, just east of the 
Harris property, was purchased for 
$9,000, giving the library entire front- 
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age on Washington street, from Jeffer- 
son avenue to Mt. Vernon street. 

Ground was broken in the fall of 
1898 and on Monday, Sept. 3, 1900, the 
building was completed and opened to 
the public with appropriate ceremonies. 

Mr. Osborn concluded his address 
with reference to the librarians who have 
served and mentioned the good work of 
the various members of the past library 
boards. 

George A. Buckstaff, the only living 
ex-president of a local library board, 
then gave a short talk. He stated that 
it had been a policy of the library to 
have a well balanced arrangement of 
books and subjects, covering a wide 
range of topics, instead of specializing 
in one field. 

The library is an inheritance,” Mr. 
Buckstaff declared, “and we must either 
collect that inheritance or lose it. The 
library makes an education available 
to those who seek knowledge.” 


The home library does a least amount 
of good for when a volume has been 
read, it is stored away, whereas in a 
public library hundreds can gain from 
a single book. Mr. Buckstaff closed with 
words of praise for the members of the 
library staff. 


Following Mr. Buckstaff’s talk, E. J. 
Dempsey, president of the board of nor- 
mal regents, took the floor. 


Mr. Dempsey traced the growth of 
the free library system in the United 
States, quoting from the autobiography 
of Benjamin Franklin, the originator of 
the American system. He pointed to 
the significance of philanthropic work 
by great personages, especially the late 
Andrew Carnegie, whose finances cre- 
ated many libraries. But, he proudly 
pointed out there was not an alien dol- 
lar in the Oshkosh library, that institu- 
tion being built up and financed by Osh- 
kosh people. 

He traced some of the early library 
statutes of the state of Wisconsin and 
through to the present time. The li- 
brary, Mr. Dempsey claimed, is greater 
in its public influence than most per- 
sons realize. He ended his address by 
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predicting a further growth and expan- 
sion of the Oshkosh public library. 

Miss Elizabeth A. Lathrop, when 
called upon, pledged the utmost service 
and efficiency of the library staff to the 
community and C. B. Lester, secretary 
of the Wisconsin Free Library Commis- 
sion, who was present, congratulated 
Oshkosh upon the significance of this 
anniversary celebration. 

During the evening musical selections 
were rendered by the Oshkosh Normal 
School orchestra, Les Chauteurs, a girls’ 
singing club of the Oshkosh High 
School, and a male quartet from the 
High School. 


The Exhibits 


The west room upstairs where the ex- 
hibit was held was attractively deco- 
rated by flowers and plants donated by 
local florists. These together with the 
colorful books and posters gave a gala 
appearance to the library. 

A small table near the entrance was 
placarded “What Your Overdue Book 
Costs Us,” and showed in detail all the 
steps required to take care of over- 
dues, from the writing of the fine slip 
to the various notices, sending of the 
messenger, the bill, and the final filing 
of the slip with the fine recorded as 
paid. 

Another table contained “Cataloguing 
Tools” with a group of such huge tomes 
as the Dewey Classification, A. L. A. 
subject Heading book, Trade List An- 
nual, Who’s Who, both American and 
English, and bound volumes of the 
Booklist and the Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin. A broad leaved accession book 
was opened to show how the record of 
each book is kept, and all the catalog 
ecards representing one book were dis- 
played with the book. Various kinds of 
stamps, including our embossing stamp, 
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helped to form a display of real “tools” 
used. The box of cataloguing rules 
caused much query. 

The table which aroused the greatest 
comment was the one labeled “Book 
Hospital.” This showed every step in 
rebacking a book, all the various ways 
of mending a tear, tipping in, and how 
typed pages are often inserted in books. 
There were also books ready to be dis- 
carded and labeled “Incurables.” The 
bindery slip was shown and _ books 
which demonstrated the change before 
and after binding. All the materials 
and tools used in mending, from paste 
to awls, were arranged in orderly rows. 

A box of new books for a county 
traveling library was exhibited together 
with a county map having all the sta- 
tions starred. 

The table for periodicals had a copy 
of the first volume of the Edinburgh 
Review, Oct. 1802-Jan. 1803, with a 
note that the library had a complete 
file of that magazine. A_ periodical 
ready for circulation and one ready for 
binding were also on this table. A box 
of cards showing how a magazine is 
checked weekly or monthly indicated the 
work of that department. Covers from 
some of the late magazines gave a 
splendid dash of color to that part of 
the room. 

Among the enticing books arranged 
for the occasion were those by Oshkosh 
authors, outstanding books from Oct. 
24 to Oct. ’25, children’s books, hobbies, 
trades and occupations. 

Charts and graphs were prepared by 
the staff showing all the library agen- 
cies, daily routine, growth, preparation 
of a book for the public, and a list of 
reference questions asked. 

It was an attractive, educational ex- 
hibit well worth the study and time 
spent in preparing it. 
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“PROOF OF THE PUDDING.” 
By Mrs. Winifred Lemon Davis. 


After all, whatever objections one 
may have to the innovations brought 
into our world of more or less fixed 
ideas, the real proof of the value of a 
book or of an institution is after it has 
been put to practical use. 

What encyclopedia to buy is not an 
easy question for one person to answer 
for another. But what type of encyclo- 
pedia to buy, or not to buy is less diffi- 
cult. Generally speaking, when such 
publications are being considered for 
purchase those tests should be applied 
which are brought out by Miss Mudge 
in the New Guide to Reference Books. 
The cheap encyclopedia, a great deal for 
nothing should immediately raise a ques- 
tion. To quote from Miss Mudge: 
“The making of an authoritative, up-to- 
date encyclopedia is a very expensive 
undertaking, calling for heavy outlay 
for experienced writers good editorial 
oversight, and careful and accurate 
printing and proof reading. Such work 
cannot be done cheaply and reputable 
publishers recognize this fact and spend 
what is necessary to produce an authori- 
tative, well-edited work. As the imme- 
diate profits from cheap work are much 
larger, however, and as the ordinary 
buyer often does not discriminate be- 
tween good and poor encyclopedias, un- 
scrupulous publishers will sometimes 
utilize cheap hack writers or reprint 
with only slight changes, old, out-of-date 
material and thus produce encyclopedias 
which are only made to sell.” 

This in part explains why a so-called 
revised encyclopedia should be carefully 
examined. On the other hand if a new 
and original work comes into the field, 
it is wise to wait long enough in order 
to examine personally, or to get the re- 
sults of the examination of others. A 
safeguard is not to hurry. Also one 
should keep in mind that personal opin- 
ion is one thing, and critical evaluation 
is another. There will always be a con- 
flict of opinions, but there need not be a 
conflict in regard to the value or the 


presence of the features which are con- 
sidered fundamental. 

What are the fundamental features, 
outside of the purely personal opinion? 
Again turning to the New Guide to Ref- 
erence Books, we find that there are 
three cardinal points: ‘“(1) its author- 
ity (including the qualities of accuracy, 
up-to-dateness and completeness.) (2) 
satisfactory mechanical arrangement, 
which should be such that information 
actually included in the work can be 
found easily, (3) the extent to which 
the encyclopedia sends the reader on to 
other sources of information, i. e. its 
bibliographies.” If the judgment of the 
person who is examining the encyclo- 
pedia is to be relied upon very direct 
statements may be made to the ques- 
tions formulated upon the three cardi- 
nal points. The personal opinion is 
quite another thing, often. 

A good illustration of a new encyclo- 
pedia which upon its first appearance 
brought forth some conflicting personal 
opinions is Compton’s Pictured Encyclo- 
pedia. Whatever may have been ex- 
pressed at first about some of the inno- 
vations, the work itself has stood the 
tests of requirements. And even those 
who questioned the new features usually 
not associated with encyclopedias grant 
the fundamental soundness of the work. 
Compton’s has undoubtedly become one 
of the accepted juvenile encyclopedias, 
and its contribution is unique. 

There are in the field three juvenile 
encyclopedias. The one just mentioned, 
World Book, and Champlin’s Cyclopedia 
for Young Folks. This last is inexpen- 
sive, but not cheap in the sense of super- 
ficial workmanship. It does not aim to 
give more than brief information which 
is usually sufficient for ordinary pur- 
poses. The new edition is much en- 
larged, and promises to be of value. 
The World Book seems to have found 
itself most useful in the children’s de- 
partment of public libraries, and in high 
schools. The Compton in the same 
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places, but especially in junior high 
schools, and in the grades. 

As a safeguard to the schools copies 
of all textbooks and also of all encyclo- 
pedias and other reference books sold in 
sets must be filed in the office of the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion before being offered for sale in this 
state for school use, and also a bond 
covering price and makeup of the books 
so to be offered. 

This of course means that this de- 
partment will personally examine every 
encyclopedia where the publisher desires 
its recognition by school authorities. 

There are good encyclopedias already 
at hand. It seems there need be no 
great problem in this matter of selec- 
tion. Only juvenile encyclopedias have 
been mentioned in this article. But the 
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other encyclopedias are all too well 
known to discuss here. The purpose of 
this article is to show that the problem 
of what to buy in the line of encyclo- 
pedias need not be a difficult one with 
standard works already tested in the 
field. 

It seems too self evident to state, but 
surely encyclopedias should not have 
to use inducements similar to the prac- 
tice of such things as crackerjack. A 
prize in every package may be justifiable 
in appealing to children, but it is entirely 
beneath the dignity of an encyclopedia. 
Something for nothing should imme- 
diately raise a question in the mind of 
anyone who is particular in the matter 
of selecting anything as important as 
an encyclopedia. 


NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 
Edited by AGNES KING 


Registration Statistics 


The question often arises, at what age 
shall we transfer children to the adult 
department in figuring registration sta- 
tistics? Some librarians use the high 
school as the dividing line, others set a 
definite age limit. Since the average 
child enters primary school at the age of 
six and high school at fourteen, this 
would seem to be the age on which most 
librarians could agree. 

In cities where there are junior high 
schools, fifteen would be the preferable 
age, since the junior high school group 
would educationally belong together. 

In the larger libraries with inter- 
mediate departments this problem is 
solved automatically, but to keep reg- 
istration statistics uniform and accurate, 
it is better for the small libraries to fix 
a definite age, as fourteen or fifteen 
years, the normal age for a student to 
enter high school. 


The Magazine World 


A most interesting arrival in the 
periodical world is the new publication 


of the Atlantic Monthly Press called 
The Magazine World: a miscellany of 
the best in current periodical literature 
for the English class. Volumes run 
through the school year beginning with 
October, 1925. This is a field that is 
distinctive in itself, no other magazine 
having quite the same scope or purpose, 
and the authority of the Atlantic Month- 
ly Press insures discriminating judg- 
ment in the articles selected. This ma- 
gazine will be of equal interest to librari- 
ans and teachers of English. 


For the Picture Collection 


The reprint edition of the 106 colored 
plates of the “Birds of New York” in 
portfolio form is now ready for distri- 
bution. The price is $1, plus 20 cents 
carriage and wrapping; total cost $1.20 
(in Canada $1.40). Checks and money 
orders should be made payable to the 
University of the State of New York, 
and applications for the portfolio should 
be addressed to Finance Division, The 
University of the State of New York, 
Albany, N. Y. 
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Books for Sunday-School Teachers and 
Directors of Religious Education 


A selective list chosen from many 
sources and with various phases of the 
subject in view. These books have 
proved their usefulness in the actual 
handling of the problems this field pre- 
sents. 


Bible for Children 


These versions of the Bible are abridg- 
ed for children, retaining the original 
Bible language and omitting material 
unsuited to their years and beyond their 
understanding. As a rule editions in 
the language of the best translations of 
the Bible are to be preferred to the re- 
told Bible stories. 


Bible for young people; selected and 
abridged from the Authorized version 
by Mrs. J.B. Gilder, (illus. by repro- 
ductions of the old masters) Century. 
$3.50. (4-6) 

Bible stories to read and tell; 150 stories 
from the Old Testament; selected and 


arranged by F. J. Olcott. 1916. 
Houghton. $2.50. (6-8) 

Bible. New Testament. Bible stories; 
ed. by R.G. Moulton. (Modern Read- 
er’s Bible. Children’s series) Mac- 
millan. 80c. (6-7) 

Bible. Old Testament. Bible stories; 


ed. by R.G. Moulton. (Modern Read- 


er’s Bible. Children’s series). Mac- 
millan. 80c. (6-8) 
Bible. New Testament. Stories from 


the life of Christ; ed. by J. H. Kelman. 
(Told to the children series) Dutton. 
$1. (3-6) 

Bible. Old Testament. Old Testment 
stories; selected for the children by 
Edwin Chisholm. (Told to the chil- 
dren series) Dutton. $1. (3-6) 

Children’s Bible; tr. and arranged by 
H. A. Sherman and C.F. Kent. 1922. 
Seribner. $3.50. (4-8) 

One of the most beautiful and best 
editions for children. Illustrated by 
reproductions of famous paintings; 
twelve of which by W. L. Taylor origi- 
nally appeared in the Ladies’ Home 
Journal. A new translation in lan- 
guage suitable for children. 
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Story of Jesus; ed. by E. N. Dana; pic- 
tures from paintings by Giotto, Fra 
Angelico, Duccio, Ghirandalo and Bar- 
nja de Siena; descriptive text from the 
New Testament. Marshall Jones. 
$17.50. 

“Forty color reproductions of Itali- 
an paintings with Bible text. A won- 
derful book for a gift, each picture is 
so beautifully reproduced as to be an 
education in art appreciation. A 
book for young and old.” Bookshelf 
for boys and girls. 


Lives of Christ and Bible stories 


Canton, William. The Bible story. 1924. 
Doran. $3.50. 

Cragin, L.E. Kindergarten stories for 
the Sunday School and home. New 
and Rev. ed. 1916. Doran. $1.25. 
(1-2) 

Forbush, W.B. Life of Jesus for young 
people. 1917. Scribner. $2. (6-8) 

Hodges, George. When the King came: 
stories from the four gospels; illus. by 


F. C. Papé. 1923. Houghton. $2.50. 
(5-7) 

Rihbany, A.B. The Christ story for 
boys and girls. Houghton. $2.50. 
(6-8) 


Story Telling and Collections of Stories 
for Religious Workers 


Berg, M.K. Primary story worship 
programs. 1924. Doran. $1.75. 
Bryant, S.C. How to tell stories to 


children; illus. with slihouettes by 
R. L. Field. New ed. 1924. Hough- 
ton. $2. 


Cather, K. D. Religious education through 
story telling. 1925. Abingdon press. 
$1. 

Cross, Allen and Statler, N.M. Story 
telling for upper grade teachers; with 
supplement for Camp Fire Girls and 
Boy Scouts. 1918. Row. $1.25. Bib- 
liography, p. 265-96. 

Eggleston, M.W. Use of the story in 
religious education. 1920. Doran. 
$1.50. Bibliography, p. 175-81. 

Gould, F. J. Life and manners: a book 
of stories suitable for the moral in- 
struction of children. 1915. Macmil- 
lan. $1. 
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Lanier, H.W. Book of bravery: true 
stories in an ascending scale of cour- 
age; collected and recounted. 3v. 
1920. Scribner. $2 each. 

St. John, E. P. Stories and story telling 
in moral and religious education. 
1918. Pilgrim press. $1.25. 

Schauffler, R. H. Our American holi- 
days series. Separate volumes for 
Christmas, Easter, Mother’s Day, etc. 
Dodd. $2. 

Shedlock, M.L. Art of the story teller. 
1915. Appleton. $2. 

Wyche, R.T. Some great stories and 
how to tell them. Newson. $1.20. 


Bible Plays and Methods of Dramatizing 
Bible Stories 


Benton, Rita. Bible plays. 1922. Abing- 
don press. $2. (6-8) 

Contents: Joseph and his brethren, 
The golden calf, Daughter of Jeph- 
thah, Ruth and Boaz, Esther, Daniel, 
The burning, fiery furnace, The Christ- 
mas story. 

—— Shorter Bible plays. 1922. Abing- 
don press. $1,25. (6-8) 

Boyd, Charles. Esther, the daring. 1922. 
Judson press. pa. 25c. 

Galloway, T. W. Dramatic instinct in 
religious education. 1922. Pilgrim 
press. $1.75. 

Miller E.E. Dramatization of Bible 
stories. 1918. University of Chicago 
press. $1.25. 

The Nativity: a miracle play in New 
England; by E. M. Boult; illus. in col- 
or. Country Life 25:49-56. Dec. 1913. 

Russell, M.M. Dramatized Bible stories 
for young people. 1921. Doran. $1.25. 
(8) 

—— How to dramatize Bible lessons. 
1924. Doran. $1.60. 

—— How to produce plays and pag- 
eants: a guide to their preparation 
and production for church and com- 
munity. 1928. Doran. $1.50. 

Soble, M.S. Bible plays for children. 
1919. White. $1.50. 


Use of the Picture in Religious Educa- 
tion 
Bailey, A.E. Use of art in religious ed- 


ucation. 1922. Abingdon press. 
$1.25. 
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Beard, Frederica. Pictures in religious 
education. 1920. Doran. $1.75. 
Hurll, E.M. How to show pictures to 
children. 1914. Houghton. $2. 
New York Sunday School Commission, 

73 Fifth Ave., New York City. 

Sunday School and religious pic- 
tures. Tissot Bible pictures may be 
obtained in groups for the Old and 
New Testaments; in cartons. $1. ea. 

Pictures for story telling. 1921. Ox- 
ford university press. $3.40. 


Prayers and Hymns 


Clements, C.C. A book of prayers for 
boys. Harcourt. $1.40. 

Girl Guide prayers and hymns for use 
in camp or club room. 1923. Long- 
mans. 465c. 

Shepard, Morgan. Prayers for little 
men and women (and other helpful 
verses) 1920. John Martin’s book- 
house. $2. 


Religious Education and Sunday Schools 


Athearn, W.S. and Others. Measure- 
ments and standards in religious edu- 
cation. 1924. Doran. $5. 

Betts, G.H. Curriculum of religious ed- 
ucation. 1925. Abingdon press. $3. 

Brown, A.A. A history of religious ed- 
ucation in recent times. (Community 
Training School series). 1923. Metho- 
dist bk. co. $1.50. 

Cope, H.F. Week-day religious educa- 
tion: a survey and discussion of ac- 
tivities and problems. 1922. Doran. 
$2. 

Crapullo, G. A. Blackboard _ outlines. 
1924. Revell. $1.50. 

Crumm, Mason. Project method in re- 
ligious education. 1924. Cokesbury 
press. $1.50. 

Encyclopedia of Sunday Schools and 
Religious Education; giving a world- 
wide view of the history and progress 
of the Sunday School and the develop- 
ment of religious education. 1915. 
Nelson. $15. 

Foster, E.C. Starting to teach, for 
those who lead Bible classes of boys. 
1924. Association press. $1. 

Lobingier, J. L. Projects in world-friend- 
ship. 1925. University of Chicago 
press. $1.75. 
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McKinney, A.H. Guiding girls to Chris- 
tian womanhood. 1920. Revell. $1.75. 

Pell, E.L. Bringing up John: how can 
I teach my children so that their re- 
ligious faith will stand the tests of 
after years: a book for mothers and 
other teachers of boys and girls. 1920. 
Revell. $1.50. 

Perkins, J. E. and Danielson, F.W. At 
school with the great Teacher. 1924. 
Pilgrim press. $2.50. 

Shaver, E.L. Project principle in re- 
ligious education. 1924. University 
of Chicago press. $2.75. 

Towner, M.C. One hundred projects for 
the church school. 1925. Doran. $1.60. 


State Historical Society 


A resolution adopted at the recent an- 
nual meeting of the State Historical 
Society provides that Public Libraries 
shall hereafter be admitted as institu- 
tional members on the same basis 2s 
public schools. This means that a pub- 
lic library may become a member of 
the Society and receive its publications 
at the nominal expense of $2.00 per 
year. 


Legislative Journals 


It is provided by law that each public 
library having 1,000 or more volumes 
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may receive upon application the bound 
legislative journals of the Wisconsin 
senate and assembly. The journals for 
the 1925 session (3 vols.) are now 
ready for distribution. Application 
should be addressed to the Superintend- 
ent of Public Property, State Capitol, 
Madison. If sent to the Commission 
office we shall be glad to attend to this 
matter for libraries desiring to receive 
the journals. 


Library Edition of “Progress and 
Poverty” 


At the expense of the Trustees of the 
Robert Schalkenbach Foundation of 
New York, the publishers, Doubleday, 
Page & Company, are making a limited 
distribution of a special library edition 
of Progress and Poverty by Henry 
George to libraries desiring this book 
for their shelves. Librarians desirous 
of taking advantage of this offer should 
address Walter Fairchild, Secretary, 
Schalkenbach Foundation, 15 Park Row, 
New York. 

The late Mr. Schalkenbach was an 
employing printer, ex-president of the 
Typothetae, who left the greater part of 
a considerable estate to trustees to found 
a non-political educational institution 
for spreading a greater knowledge of 
the writings of Henry George. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 


By Mary EMOGENE HAZELTINE, Preceptor 


The history of the busy weeks since 
the last Bulletin is not extensive, for 
lectures and lessons, study and practice 
progressed so regularly that there is 
little to record. In these new days we 
have come to expect only the unusual 
by way of published accounts, though 
established custom may still claim a 
rightful share in certain fields. 

Members of former classes returning 
for a visit (only the other day a grad- 
uate of 1917 told us she would like to 
take the course all over again) are in- 


terested to find the work going forward 
much as it did when they were in resi- 
dence, except that methods and manner 
of instruction have changed with the 
times. The subjects taught are prac- 
tically the same, as the needs of the li- 
brary world for cataloguing, classifica- 
tion, reference, book selection, children’s 
work, etc. are always with us. 

The usual courses have gone forward 
with zest and good accomplishment, with 
enough of outside interest each week to 
add variety and a larger vision. In Book 
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Selection, Professor Paxson on “How 
History is Written,’ Dr. Schafer on 
“The Epic of a Plain Yankee Family” 
which illustrated admirably the histo- 
rian’s use of source material, and Pro- 
fessor Fish on the “Evaluation of Books 
in American History,” all illuminated 
the study of books in history. 

The appearance of the fourth edition 
of the Buying list of books for small 
libraries gave an element of competition 
to the problem in selection of biography 
that has for several years been assigned 
to bring the old edition up-to-date in 
this section. Elizabeth Battin won the 
prize of a copy of the new edition 
offered by the Preceptor for most nearly 
duplicaating its added titles; Phoebe B. 
McConnell had honorable mention, while 
Stella Logan, Barbara A. Olson and Mrs. 
Clara C. Bordwell tied for third place. 

Miss Emily V. D. Miller, editor of 
The Booklist, presented an account of 
her work in a graphic way, and Mrs. 
Alfred Harcourt told of “The ways of 
a publishing house” in an equally con- 
vineing talk. The class was honored to 
have as guests these two able women 
who are working in the field of books, 
and greatly enjoyed their message. 
Mrs. Lois Matthews Rosenberry read 
for an hour and a half (with the class 
begging for more) one afternoon from 
Bret Harte, so classifying and interpret- 
ing her selections that her audience 
caught a new way of studying «an 
author. Mrs. Rosenberry is a trained 
historian, with a long residence in Cali- 
fornia, adding personal appreciation 
and knowledge of country and scenes 
and characters to her study of the sub- 
ject. Tea followed the reading which 
gave all an opportunity to meet Mrs. 
Rosenberry. 

The Children’s course and story tell- 
ing were well under way to usher in 
“Good Book Week,” which was observed 
by a contest grouped around the char- 
acters in children’s books. Later there 
was an exhibit of the books whose char- 
acters had appeared in the contest. 

The study of bibliography began 
with several lessons in the “History of 
Books and Printing,” enough to give an 
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understanding of “aesthetic bibliog- 
raphy” as an essential accompaniment 
both for cataloguing and subject bibliog- 
raphy. The usual title page exhibition 
introduced several new features this 
year, following the increased attention 
that publishers themselves are giving to 
better book making. The list of Fifty 
books of 1925 selected for their qualities 
of good book making, published by the 
American Institute of Graphic Arts 
and Newspaper advertising typography, 
a contest conducted by the New York 
Times served as the center of up-to-date 
interest for the exhibit. 

As the Bulletin was going to press, 
Miss Zona Gale came as a_ welcome 
visitor to the school, meeting the stu- 
dents personally and addressing them on 
“The Way of Collecting Material for 
Fiction,” which she also said could he 
applied to the reading of fiction, and 
to all behavior. Her visit and her mes- 
sage made an event which will long re- 
main in the memory of the class. 

Class work in Book Selection has 
reached the study of Travel, with the 
discussion of its books scheduled as this 
report is written. To make the travel 
books which they had been reading and 
examining seem alive, a committee of 
the class arranged them as an exhibit in 
the foyer, using posters, pamphlets, 
maps, to add to the appeal of the dis- 
play. The foyer is as attractive in its 
transformation as any special exhibit in 
a library or book store could hope to be. 


School Notes 


The class had a jolly mixer on Satur- 
day evening, November 7, transforming 
the lecture room by deft touches into an 
amusement hall, and staging stunts, 
games, fortune telling, etc. to the great 
pleasure of all. 

Within the past weeks there has been 
opportunity to see and hear many good 
things in Madison, outstanding among 
them being Mr. Drinkwater in an ad- 
dress concerning the writing of his play, 
“Abraham Lincoln;” Tony Sarg’s Mari- 
onettes in their presentation of “Treas- 
ure Island” and “The Pied Piper,” and 
an exhibition prepared by the public 
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schools of Madison to demonstrate the 
work of all its grades, departments, and 
activities. As the latest word in library 
work is school cooperation, the exhibit 
afforded a splendid chance to see school 
work as a whole. 

Professor MacGregor gave the usual 
lecture and drill in Parliamentary 
Practice, soon after which the class or- 
ganized for the year with the following 
officers: 

President—Frances W. Bailey. 

Vice president and keeper of the log 
—Hildred L. Nienstedt. 

Secretary—Pauline H. Rich. 

Treasurer—Georgia K. Bowman. 


Alumni Notes 


In checking the galley proof of the A. L. 
A. Handbook, 1925, to catch any changes of 
address that had escaped A. L. A. head- 
quarters, it was found that 245 alumni are 
members of the A. L. A. 

Hazel Merry, ’25, is honored in having her 
bibliography “Helps for the Amateur Ac- 
tors” printed in Publishers’ Weekly. It ap- 
pears as the leading article in the number 
for October 10, and is illustrated. 

Dagny Borge, ’25, has found her bibliog- 
raphy, “Elimination of Railroad Grade Cross- 
ings” in great demand among railroad sys- 
tems. One railway found it so useful that 
it had photostat copies made for distribu- 
tion in all of its departments. Berdine Thorn- 
ton’s bibliography, “Federal and State Work 
in Forestry, 1912-1925" was mimeographed 
by the Forestry Service of the Agricultural 
Department for distribution among its field 
offices. Duplicate copies of many of the bib- 
liographies of other members of the class of 
1925 were placed where they are in con- 
stant use by departments in the University, 
Offices in the Capitol, Federal departments, 
and elsewhere. 

The school was well represented by its 
graduates at the Tri State Meetings in In- 
dianapolis, at the State Library Meetings of 
Illinois and Wisconsin and the Regional 
Meeting at Sioux City. From Lillian E. 
Cook, '12, the following report is received: 

The Wisconsin Library School Alumni had 
a get together dinner at the A. L. A. Re- 
gional Library Meeting at Sioux City, Iowa, 
Wednesday, October 14. The dinner was held 
in the ball room of the Martin Hotel, in 
which room at the same time all other re- 
union dinners were held, so nothing in the 
nature of an individual banquet with the 
attendant features of speeches and toasts 
could be attempted. 

Guests were seated by years with Julia 
Robinson, Secretary of the Iowa Commis- 
sion, at the head of the table. The decora- 
tions were red roses and the place cards a 
cardinal pennant with a white ‘“W” and the 
name and year of the person. 
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Greetings were read from Miss Hazeltine 
and Miss Curtiss, everyone happily visited 
with school mate or near contemporary, rem- 
iniscences were the order of the evening, and 
the question ‘What is Jane Jones doing 
now?’ could hardly be answered before it 
was countered with, “Did you know that 
Sarah Smith was—”’ and so on, each glad 
for word of the successful work of ‘‘Wiscon- 
sin graduates”. 

The dinner ended with the vote, ‘“Let’s do 
it again” and the singing of “On Wisconsin”. 

The following were in attendance: from 
Iowa, Viarda M. Clark, Davenport; Myrtle 
Coleman, Cedar Rapids; Mary A. Egan, 
Clinton; Ethel A. Hedenbergh, Sioux City; 
Mary B. Lee, Oskaloosa; Alice B. Story, Mar- 
shalltown; Evelyn Watkins, Mason City; 
Callie Wieder, Waterloo. From Minnesota, 
Clara M. Barnes, Buhl; Hazel D. Laing, Hib- 
bing Grace M. Stevens, Virginia. Florence D. 
Love, Faribault; Harriet Van Buren, Man- 
kato. From Missouri, Lucius H. Cannon, St. 
Louis. Nebraska, ‘Alberta L. Brown and 
Madalene §S. Hillis, Omaha; Mary C. Mc- 
Quaid, Fairbury. North Dakota, Lillian E. 
Cook, Bismarck. South Dakota, Ethel E. 
Else, Watertown; Dorothea C. Heins, Aber- 
deen; Mary E. Norton, Faulkton. 

Clara A. Richards, of Fargo, N. Dak., a 
former library worker in Wisconsin, was a 
welcome guest at the dinner. 


Ethel E. Else, ’15, librarian of the Public 
Library, Watertown, S. Dak., spoke to the 
topic “Selling Points for the Small Library” 
at the Regional Meeting of the A. L. A., 
Sioux City. 

Esther M. Fredrickson, ’17, who has been 
on the staff of the Public Library, St. Joseph, 
Mo., since her graduation, resigned in Octo- 
ber to accept an appointment on the staff 
of the A. L. A. Survey, work on which is 
going forward in rooms provided in the Ca- 
banne Branch of the St. Louis Public 
Library. 

Anna M. Magee, ’18, in changing her resi- 
dence from Altoona, Pa., to New York City, 
is giving part time to the indexing service 
of the H. W. Wilson Co. Her New York 
address is 331 West 24th Street. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Royce Gribble, ’18, is work- 
ing for her master’s degree while living in 
Pueblo, Col. (722 Zeta Ave.) Her husband 
is stationed there in charge of the Exten- 
sion service of Colorado State Teachers Col- 
lege for that part of the state. 

Eva Alford, ’20, librarian, Sellwood Branch, 
Portland, (Ore.) Library Association, was 
married on November 4, to Mr. Ronald P. 
Moore. Mr. and Mrs. Moore are making 
their home at Kelso, Washington. 

Viarda M. Clark, ’22, has resigned as refer- 
ence librarian of the Public Library, Daven- 
port, Iowa, to accept the position as assist- 
ant in charge of city extension, Racine Pub- 
lic Library. Miss Clark spoke on “Service 
to the Business Men” at the Sioux City Re- 
gional Meeting. 

Mrs. Dorothy Furbish Sharp, ’22, whose 
husband has joined the faculty of the Law 
School of the University of Iowa, is doing 
part time work in the University Library. 
Her address is Mrs. Malcolm Sharp, 109 
South Johnson St., Iowa City, Iowa. 
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Hazel L. Rasmussen, ’22, cataloguer on the 
staff of the Wisconsin Legislative Reference 
Library, was married on October 28, to Mr. 
Edwin F. Kuehn, of Burnett, Wis. For the 
present Mrs. Kuehn retains her position in 
the Legislative Library, but eventually will 
make her home in Burnett. 
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Summer School 


Mrs. Leona Morrison Oden, S. S. ’22, has 
been appointed assistant librarian of the Na- 
tional Association of Real Estate Boards, 
Chicago. 

Hazel M. Browne, S. S. ’25, has accepted 
a position on the staff of the Public Library, 
Janesville, Wis. 





"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Editor, Round the Circle, Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission. 


Appleton. There were 2204 copies 
of unbound periodicals circulated from 
the library during October. 


Ashland. That the Vaughn Library 
remain in its present location until the 
building of new building is feasible, was 
the substance of a report accepted by a 
joint meeting of the library directors, 
city finance committee and special civic 
committee in November. The city de- 
sires a wholly satisfactory building even- 
tually and therefore it was considered 
wise to wait for a new building rather 
than remodel their present quarters. 

An interesting discussion of what the 
people read appeared in the Superior 
Telegram for November 11. Miss Fen- 
nelly remarked that some of the favor- 
ites were surprising. Seldes’s Seven 
Lively Arts, Edna St. Vincent Millay’s 
Second April, Hughes’ Hell-bent for 
Heaven and Powys’ Black Laughter are 
some titles at the top of the list. 


Barron. The library is using Adver- 
tising the Public Library by Winifred 
Ticer and “Library Chats” appear in the 
local paper every week. Our September 
circulation was 1709. For October it 
was 2390 and November promises to be 
even larger. 

A new dictionary rest has been added 
in the Reference Department. It stands 
on the end of a reading table and saves 
the floor space. 

The library will be open during the 
supper hour until the close of the school 
year. Miss Blanche Slatter has been se- 
cured to take care of these extra hours. 


Bayfield. It may not be generally 
known that Bayfield claims to have own- 


ed the pioneer library in upper Wiscon- 
sin because of the fact that the first 
settlers in 1857 organized a library un- 
der the auspices of the Bayfield Lyceum. 
This library was supported by contribu- 
tions. It survived in various locations 
until it was destroyed by fire in 1883. 
A small library was again started by a 
subscription. In the spring of 1887 it 
was moved to the town hall and the first 
salaried librarian engaged. In 1893, the 
annual town meeting appointed a library 
board and established a free reading 
room in connection with the library. The 
same year, $10,000 was received from 
Andrew Carnegie for the erection of a 
building. Mrs. Winnie Robison, the 
present librarian, assumed her duties in 
March, 1909, and has faithfully served 
Bayfield citizens and their children for 
the past 17 years. 

The library now has about 5500 books 
but feels itself hampered by limited 
funds. Last season is was open only one 
day a week. This season it has opened 
auspiciously with daily library hours, for 
the women of the civic league and the 
country clubs are assisting in volunteer 
service at the library. 


Beloit. The library has found it nec- 
essary to conduct a “fineless week” to 
recover certain books which have been 
retained over-long. About 50 volumes 
have been returned, one of them having 
been lost track of since 1920. 

More than 150 children attended the 
first story hour of the season the last 
of October. 


Benton. For the benefit of the Benton 
Public Library under the auspices of the 
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“Fortnightly Club” at the Blende Thea- 
tre Monday, Nov. 2nd. . 

The Ladies of the “Fortnightly 
Club” assisted by Leading Artists of the 
Community will give a concert which 
will be followed by a “Musical Tea”. All 
people of NOTE are invited. Some 
FLATS and SHARPS are expected in 
such a gathering, but it is to be hoped 
enough of each TONE will be present to 
preserve a harmonious composition. 

The MENU will be in strictly musical 
terms. 

Anyone wishing to make donations to 
this worthy cause, whole NOTES, HALF 
and QUARTERS, (dollars) will be re- 


ceived. “Vivace”’.—Benton Advocate. 


The above notice of the Musical Tea 
stimulated large response. Nearly $50.00 
were taken in and after expenses had 
been paid, a good sum resulted for the 
purchase of books. The Theatre was 
beautifully decorated in blue and white 
streamers. As the crowd assembled, a 
phonograph was quietly playing in one 
corner. The program consisted of mu- 
sical and reading numbers among which 
the selections by the High School orches- 
tra were particularly popular. Refresh- 
ments were served following the pro- 
gram. 

It is planned to present a play for the 
benefit of the library later in the winter. 

Boscobel. It is hoped that the new li- 
brary will be ready for occupancy about 
the first of March. The board is look- 
ing forward to an increased sum for 
books for the new library. 

Brodhead. At the November meeting 
of the Common Council members of the 
library board were invited to attend the 
session and present the plans proposed 
for remodeling the library. After the 
plans had been discussed from every 
angle, the Council voted by a 3 to 1 vote 
in favor of the remodeling. The plans 
call for moving the fire apparatus to the 
rear of the room and using the front for- 
ty or fifty feet for library purposes, also 
adding the north store room of the Ma- 
sonic Temple, cutting large archways in 
the wall. The front of the city hall 
building will be altered, furnishing wall 
space and large plate glass windows. 
The Brodhead Register heartily approves 
the Council’s action noting that the li- 
brary is one of the most useful institu- 
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tions the city has; also noting that the 
cost of maintenance will be lower by this 
arrangement than if a separate building 
should be erected. 


Burlington. The month of October 
showed an increase of 462 volumes over 
the same month for the previous year. 

The process of repairing and recasing 
books as demonstrated by an exhibit in 
the library attracts tremendous atten- 
tion as a “book hospital”. 

Miss Dorothy Smith has been admitted 
to apprentice work in the library taking 
a regular course of training with a view 
to continuing in library work. 


Clintonville. The library advertises a 
variety of dress-making and fashion ma- 
gazines for the service of the ladies. 

Colfax. A history of Dunn County 
has been received as a gift from Dr. 
L. A. Larsen. 

Crandon. The library exhibit at the 
County Fair was one to be proud of and 
the library received many compliments. 
Posters and books for the display were 
borrowed from the Traveling Library 
Department. 

Darien. The annual meeting of the 
Public Library Association was held on 
November 19. A good program was car- 
ried out and a luncheon served following 
the program. 

Dodgeville. The net proceeds of the 
winter lyceum course are to be given to 
the public library. 


Eau Claire. After surveying all sites 
for the meeting and fruit show of the 
State Horticultural Society, the City Li- 
brary was chosen as the most desirable 
location. The Society expressed the 
heartiest thanks for the cordiality and 
kindness of the librarian and her staff 
and also of the library board. 

Fond du Lac. An increase of 3727 
books over the circulation for the same 
month last year was reported for Octo- 
ber. 

Miss Ruth Little has been appointed 
assistant to Mrs. Alta Remington at the 
Roosevelt Junior High School Library. 

Fox Lake. In response to requests 
from the library board for an increased 
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appropriation, $300 were added by the 
village council. This makes possible an 
increase in the librarian’s salary and 
some necessary repairs. 

Galesville. During National Picture 
Week, a collection of prints borrowed 
from the Traveling Library Department 
was on exhibit in the library, creating a 
great deal of interest. 

The library was successful through 
the courtesy of Miss Olsen, of the Eau 
Claire Library, in locating an interest- 
ing bit of information. A patron wished 
to know in what book the writer men- 
tioned wearing shoes made by a firm in 
Eau Claire. Miss Olsen identified this 
book as Stewart Edward White’s A Land 
of Foot Prints. 

The library had an exhibit of books 
and posters in the Educational Building 
at the Trempeleau County Fair. At- 
tractive posters were also displayed in 
the different departments of the main 
building at the Fair calling attention to 
the great variety of books offered by the 
library. 

Green Bay. The west side civic asso- 
ciation met in November to discuss the 
best location for the branch library to be 
removed from the present quarters. Mil- 
ton F. Smith, secretary of the library 
board, addressed the meeting expressing 
the board’s view on the sites which had 
been suggested. The most desirable 
proposition calls for a small new build- 
ing to be erected on a lot selected with 
the board’s approval and it is believed 
that this plan will be favored by the 
council. If the desired site for such a 
building cannot be obtained, alternatives 
were suggested. In any event the west 
side wants a library in their midst open 
every day and adequately stocked with 
books. 

Several boxes of books have been sent 
out to Anston and Schink schools. 


Janesville. A display of books was 
made in the window of the Chamber of 
Commerce, being the first of a number 
of similar displays planned for the win- 
ter. Arrangement was made to have the 
books exhibited, reserved by calling the 
library. 

The library will be open for reading 
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and reference on Sunday afternoons 
from 2:30-6:00 P. M. 

Miss Hazel Browne, of Rib Lake, who 
has served in the Rib Lake and Milwau- 
kee libraries, and has completed the sum- 
mer course at Wisconsin Library School, 
has been appointed assistant filling the 
vacancy left by Miss George’s resigna- 
tion. 

Jefferson. 400 more books were circu- 
lated October, 1925 than in the same 
month of 1924. 

The annual exhibit at the County Fair 
was more popular this year than former- 
ly. Definite requests at the library have 
been traced to the exhibit. The space 
occupied by the exhibit was smaller this 
year than in other years but this change 
served to focus the attention more defi- 
nitely on the books displayed. 

The library has been completely re- 
decorated; the furniture has been refin- 
ished; and the radiators have been re- 
painted. During the entire process, the 
library remained open. 

Kaukauna. Circulation up to Sep- 
tember 1 was 18,262, an increase of over 
600 volumes for the same period last 
year. The library has received a gift 
of valuable fiction, a set of Shakespeare 
and some historical material from Mrs. 
Wertheimer. Some of these volumes 
were duplicates and were disposed of at 
the request of the donor, to the best pos- 
sible advantage. 

Kenosha. The patrons have shown 
such a keen interest in the Book Bulle- 
tin, the second number of which has just 
come from the press that the library 
has decided to publish it regularly. 

As soon as the new High School build- 
ing is completed in February, the library 
will assume complete charge of the 
school library, which is now under con- 
trol of the Board of Education. 

Miss Beatrice Habermann of Lodi, 
Wisconsin, accepted a position in this li- 
brary for one year, in place of Miss 
Edna Mayer who is attending the Li- 
brary School this year. Miss Irma 
Gouty, Junior member of the staff, has a 
leave of absence for one year to attend 
the University of Wisconsin. 

The library is rejoicing over the out- 
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come of Wisconsin Better Cities Contest 
in which it was awarded first place in 
library work, among the cities compet- 
ing. 

Ladysmith. By a unanimous vote the 
County Board voted an appropriation of 
$1250 for library service by contract 
with the Ladysmith library. This is an 
increase of $450. The report of the past 
year’s work and a carefully prepared 
budget showing the needs for the coming 
year were read before the County Board. 
The details of the contract were careful- 
ly worked out to assure conformity to 
the state law. 

In the Better Cities Contest Lady- 
smith stood first among the libraries of 
the fourth class cities group. 


Lake Geneva. The library board held 
open house on Thursday evening, Novem- 
ber 12, to the patrons of the library and 
the citizens of the community in the 
newly decorated and remodeled library. 
The whole building was open for inspec- 
tion, looking delightfully inviting with its 
ivory walls and book cases to match, en- 
riched by the red of the mahogany fur- 
niture with rose tones introduced here 
and there at the windows. New light- 
ing fixtures gave excellent illumination. 
The former charm of the library has 
been retained and readers will still find 
the easy chairs in their favorite corners 
looking out over the lake. 

Miss Gertrude Noyes, the librarian, 
has toiled unceasingly during the entire 
remodeling of the building, advising with 
the contractors, caving for the book col- 
lection and planning for the comfort of 
the patrons in the new quarters. 

The books which were allowed to be 
kept out during the remodeling of the 
building have been called in. 

The children’s room will be open to 
children under 12 years of age only until 
6:00 P. M. 


Lake Mills. “Reading with a pur- 
pose” lists are being used by the library. 
Each is prepared by a specialist and 
wide popular appeal is the aim. If the 
patrons’ wants are made known to the 
library it will help to make it the Peo- 
ples’ University. 

The D. A. R. has again generously 
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contributed twenty dollars to the maga- 
zine fund. 

Thirty-five books in the German lan- 
guage have been received from Madison 
and are circulating well. 


Lodi. The story of Lodi’s library is 
closely tied up with the activities of the 
Woman’s Club. As a beginning, each 
member of the Club donated books which 
were kept in the home of Mrs. Lyons, 
the location of the first library. Addi- 
tional books were purchased by money 
raised by the Club. Later, the library 
was removed to a room in a store build- 
ing where it grew and flourished al- 
though the struggle for maintenance 
was ever present. At this point the vil- 
lage board commenced to bear some of 
the expense and today furnishes room, 
heat, light and janitor service and pays 
the librarian’s salary. When the new 
city hall was built, a room was equipped 
for the library. As in the days of its 
beginnings, the library still is in need of 
help and each year the Club plans a 
unique affair, the proceeds of which go 
to the library. The library is adminis- 
tered by a board appointed from the 
Club who assist the librarian in her 
work, 

New magazines have been recently ad- 
ded to the library’s subscriptions and 
some of the most useful volumes have 
been bound. 


Marinette. In November, a library 
station was opened in the first ward. The 
need for library service in that part of 
the city has been long felt and it is 
hoped that this station will serve both 
adults and children. 

The library recently displayed an in- 
teresting group of books on advertising 
from their own collection and from the 
Traveling Library Department. 

141 children enjoyed the first story 
hour of the year. 

Menasha. During October, 705 more 
books were issued than during the same 
month last year. The library will be 
open during the winter on Sunday after- 
noons. 

Merrill. The library hzs been pre- 
sented with two paintings of birds done 
by Bruno Ertz. 
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A Hallowe’en story hour was held at 
the library when stories were told by 
Miss Margaret McLaughlin. 

Milwaukee. A “pie” diagram of city 
taxes appeared in Milwaukee Journal in 
November, showing the proportion of 
the city tax devoted to the library and 
museum. 

Ernest Untermann, of the Milwaukee 
Leader has been appointed member of 
the library board. A special display of 
books on flowers and plants was arrang- 
ed at the public library in connection 
with the flower show in the building. 

Neenah. A total circulation of 4533 
books was reported for October. 

New London. Storm windows have 
been ordered for the library to conserve 
coal and add to the comfort of the read- 
ers. 

Oconomowoc. New lighting fixtures 
have been installed in both rooms of the 
library. Also a large sign “Public Li- 
brary” has been placed over the main 
entrance. 

The library has purchased the New 
Larned and the World Book. 

Mrs. Fawsett presented the library 
with 300 volumes of children’s books. 

Oshkosh. Bernard A. Hein has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy on the li- 
brary board caused by the resignation of 
Miss Alta Jensen. 

The first story hour in October was 
attended by 20 children, the next week, 
66 were present, and the next, 80. 

Owen. The circulation for October 
was 1878, the largest month the library 
has ever had. 

Pardeeville. During its first year the 
library has seen remarkable growth. 
There are now 1750 volumes on the 
shelves and a complete set of the En- 
cyclopedia Britannica has just been pur- 
chased. 

Platteville. Early in November Mrs. 
Dwight T. Parker and Mrs. Roach, li- 
brarians of Fennimore, spent a day with 
the local librarian inspecting the library 
and discussing points of common inter- 
est. 

Racine. The librarian addressed the 
Kiwanis Club in November on the extent 
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of service of the library including not 
only the city service but the work in the 
county. 

In 1898, 30,000 volumes were issued 
from the library. During the past year, 
402,000 were issued. Formerly $40.00 
a month was received in fines; in Octo- 
ber, $265.00 were collected. 

The librarian and Miss Clark, in 
charge of county work talked to library 
board and members of the county board 
of Waukesha County at the request of 
citizens of Mukwonago. 


Reedsburg. Recent gifts include 2 
volumes of Sauk County History from 
George T. Morse. 

A plan to take a new property inven- 
tory of the library is under way for the 
purpose of readjusting insurance. 

At the November meeting of the li- 
brary board, Mrs. George Claridge, trus- 
tee, gave a report of the meeting at La 
Crosse. 


Rice Lake. Complete re-registration 
of borrowers is progressing rapidly. To 
date, a total of 1247 borrowers has been 
registered. 

Patrons of the library are enjoying 
their new privilege of reserving books. 
During September, 27 books were bor- 
rowed on inter-library loans to supple- 
ment the resources of the local library. 

Gifts of books and flowers were re- 
ceived during September. A picture of 
a Roosevelt exhibit which attracted much 
attention is found elsewhere in this Bul- 
letin. 

Ripon. A collection of rare old books 
is being made by Miss Blanche Thomp- 
son, librarian. 24 volumes have been 
collected dating from 1822-1872. 

River Falls. The library solicits sug- 
gestions from the public for titles to be 
added to the library. 

Shawano. The walls and ceiling of 
the library have been repainted. The 
money for this was raised by the Girls 
Library Club. Fines have been accumu- 
lating so that a new ruling has been put 
into effect by the board which insists 
upon early payment of fines. 

Stanley. The appropriation has been 
increased $200 making a total of $2,500. 
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Traveling Library Department. For 
the first time since 1914, the Traveling 
Library Department has made extensive 
purchases this year in foreign books. 
The German books have many of them 
arrived, and are being made up into 
groups of twelve books each, six fiction 
and the other six popular travel, history, 
drama, biography, science and art, and 
are ready for circulation to the libraries 
in towns where there are still many of 
the older people who do not read Eng- 
lish with pleasure, and wish books in 
their own language. They expect to 
have a number of groups of Norwegian 
books, arranged in the same manner, 
ready for circulation in the spring. 
These go out for a period of six months, 
transportation to be paid by the library 
receiving them. 


Two Rivers. The Boys’ Club has out- 
grown the library and the meetings will 
be held in other quarters. 

Washburn. The library this year 
completes 34 years of continuous serv- 
ice and its 20th year in the present li- 
brary building. The site for the building 
was donated by the Bay Land and Im- 
provement Company and the original 
building on this site was given up for a 
Carnegie building in 1905. 

In 1898 the library had 1362 volumes; 
in 1924, there were 6724 volumes. 


Watertown. Much interest has been 
manifested in all books dealing with evo- 
lution and heredity, not only the books 
recently put on the market but the stand- 
ard studies of heredity and eugenics. 


Waupun. Miss Barbara Doney has 
been appointed to the library board to 
take the place of Miss Mary L. Atwood, 
recently resigned. 


West Bend. The West Bend News 
contained a full column article on the re- 
modeled and attractive library. 

A picture was shown for two days 
during November for the benefit of the 
library. 

Wisconsin Rapids. The circulation for 
October gained 998 over the same in the 
last year. The branch circulation gained 
286. 
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The new regulations admitting high 
school students by permit only, for seri- 
ous work in the evenings, has been work- 
ing out with great satisfaction to all 
concerned. The library serves now in 
the evening for serious reference and 
study, allowing an adequate service to 
adults. 


Interesting book notes have been re- 
ceived as follows: 

Appleton. A long list of new books. 

Ashland. Books for parents and books 
for young people recommended by the 
Monday Club. Also new books with an- 
notations. 

Boscobel. The magazines available 
for the coming year and new titles added 
for reading circle work. 

Burlington. New novels grouped by 
interest, with interesting notes. 

Colfax. Magazines for the coming 
year and new books. 

Delavan. New non-fiction and fiction. 

Eau Claire. Best sellers. 

Fennimore. Selected new books. 

Fond du Lac. History and fiction. 

Green Bay. Popular books for the 
week at the library and new fiction and 
children’s books. 

Jefferson. Books for girls, books for 
boys, books for tiny tots. 

Kaunkauna. Books for boys and girls. 

Kewaunee. A few titles well anno- 
tated. 

Kiel. New books including a list of 
German titles. 

Ladysmith. Books on evolution. 

Lodi. Gift books. 

Marinette. Interesting new books. 

Marshfield. New books with notes. 
Also groups of essays and sermons, so- 
ciology, travel and art. 

Merrill. Books for boys, books for 
girls, and books for young children. 

Neenah. New books. 

Milwaukee. Accessions grouped by 
subject. 
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Mineral Point. New books. 

Neillsville. New fiction with notes. 

Oshkosh. New books for all branches. 

Portage. Recent publications of fic- 
tion and non-fiction. 

Racine. Books on school and society, 
the Bible as literature, great books and 
figures of history. 


" Rice Lake. New books with brief 
notes. 
Rio. Permanent new titles. 
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Sparta. Recent children’s books. 
Sturgeon Bay. New books. 
New books. 
Watertown. 
boys and girls. 
West Bend. New books ready for 
circulation. 
Whitewater. Interesting new books. 


Wisconsin Rapids. Adult fiction and 
non-fiction. 


Superior. 


Titles recommended to 
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A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Philosophy and Religion 
Buchanan, Isabella R. The women of 
the Bible. 1925. 119p. Appleton, 
$1.25. 220.8 


A collection of character studies of women 
in the Bible, compiled from lectures and les- 
sons given in Study clubs and Bible classes. 
The author is advisor on Biblical literature 
to the General Federation of Women’s Clubs. 
Covers both Old and New Testaments. The 
sketches are short and readable and the 
book will be helpful to all Sunday school 
teachers and will serve a reference use in 
the library. 


Johnston, William. These women. 1925. 
247p. Cosmopolitan Book Cor. $2. 

173 

Wages for wives, What has happened to 

home, The best job for a girl, Why men 

won’t marry, are some of the topics. Not 

profound but makes some shrewd comment on 
subjects of universal interest. 


Laird, Donald A. Increasing personal 
efficiency. 1925. 209p. illus. Har- 
per, $3. 174 


The author suggests that this is not a 
book to read consecutively but to be taken a 
chapter at a time and used. Each chapter 
outlines some definite program that the 
reader can follow as a means of self-develop- 
ment with exercises and tests which every 
one will want to try. Expensive. 


Tralle, H. E. Psychology of leadership. 
1925. 234p. Century, $1.75. 174 


A very popular discussion of such subjects 
as Instincts and intelligence, Learning to re- 
member, Eyes that see, Subconscious re- 
sources. Rich in anecdote, will offer sug- 
gestions for sermon material or for morning 
talks to young people in schoo). Good read- 
ing references. No index. 


Sociology 
Ellwood, Charles A. The psychology of 
human society. 1925. 495p. Ap- 
pleton, $3. 300 


Intended to supercede the author’s Soci- 
ology in its psychological aspects and his 
Introduction to social psychology. Not a 
revision, an entirely new work, made neces- 
sary by the changes in both sociology and 
psychology. To date the best statement of 
principles and theories in this field. Large 
libraries should take note of it. 


Groves, E. R. Social problems and edu- 
cation. 1925. 458p. Longmans, 
$2.75. 300 


A college text book dealing with the major 
social problems of the present day. Con- 
crete, up-to-date and well written. Bibli- 
ography, 34p. Index. 


Hodgen, Margaret T. Workers’ educa- 
tion in England and the United 
States. 1925. 312p. Dutton, $5. 

374.8 


A scholarly and exhaustive account of the 
history, present status and philosophy of 
workers’ education. Written from a sympa- 
thetic point of view and presented in read- 
able manner. Should have a place in larger 
libraries. 


Hunter, Allan A. Youth’s adventure. 
1925. 154p. Appleton, $1.25. 304 


Harry Emerson Fosdick writes a fore- 
word to commend this statement of the aims 
and ideals of the younger generation by one 
of their number. Worth bringing to the at- 
tention of other young people and their par- 
ents. Short reading referencey for each 
chapter. 

Johnsen, Julia E. comp. Selected arti- 
cles on marriage and divorce. 1925. 
293p. Wilson, $2.40. 347.6 


Pro and con discussion of uniform mar- 
riage and divorce laws, with briefs and bib- 
liographies. 

Questions discussed in recent additions to 
the Reference Shelf are: Japanese exclu- 
sion, a six-year term for president, Propor- 
tional representation, Academic freedom. 


Phelps, Edith M. ed. University debat- 
ers’ annual, 1925. 416p. Wilson, 
$2.25. 374 


Subjects covered: Cabinet form of gov- 
ernment, Japanese exclusion, Uniform mar- 
riage and divorce laws, Participation of the 
president’s cabinet in Congress, Birth Con- 
trol, Mencken school of thought, Amendment 
of the Volstead act, Child labor. 


Simon, Leon G. Inheritance taxation. 
1925. 8331p. Harper, $5. 336.2 


Useful reference work giving accurate, 
non-technical and practical information 
about the federal and the several state in- 
heritance tax laws. Published in Harper’s 
Life insurance library. For larger libraries. 
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Science 


Allen, Glover M. Birds and their attri- 
butes. 1925. 338p. illus. Marshall 
Jones. $3.50. 598.2 


Fourteen chapters originally planned as a 
series of lectures. Brings out many unus- 
ual aspects, is popular in style and readable. 
Well illustrated with a frontispiece by Frank 
W. Benson. 


Hornaday, William. Wild animal round- 
up. 1925. 3872p. illus. Scribner, 
$5. 599 


Opens with an account of a buffalo hunt 
contributed to the Cosmopolitan Magazine 
in 1887, followed by other hunting experi- 
ences in various parts of the world. The 
final papers are on wild animal photography 
and the building up of a museum. Men and 
boys will find much in it to enjoy. 


Parker, G. H. What evolution is. 1925. 
1783p. Harvard Univ. press, $1.50. 575 


A very readable little book. Good pur- 
chase for library looking for a simple pres- 
entation. 


Proctor, Mary. Evenings with the stars. 
1925. 219p. Harper, $2.50. 523 


The arrangement of this book provides a 
systematic method of learning the constel- 
lations, giving 12 evenings to the task. The 
charts are unusually good, but the fact that 
they are planned for England will call for 
some readjustment in the time tables. For 
this reason it will not be the best first book 
for small libraries. 


Useful Arts 


Claire, Mabel. 
book. 


The busy woman’s cook 
1925. 86p. Greenberg, $1.50. 
641.5 


A young couple keeping house in two 
rooms with small equipment or business 
women doing their own cooking will find this 
very suggestive. Outlines meals that can be 
prepared in a half hour’s time or less. Gives 
menu and shopping list for each meal, with 
list of utensils to have ready and outline 
for various processes in order. Not a cook 
book. Subject index gives time table for 
cooking. 


Fraser, Chelsea. 
home repairs. 
Crowell, $2.50. 

Practical and 
well illustrated. 
See Booklist 22:57, Nov. ‘25. 
| 7 aa 


The practical book of 
1925. 3878p. illus. 
680 


comprehensive treatment. 
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Picken, Mary B. Modern dressmaking. 
1925. illus. McKay, $3. 646.2 


Contains much valuable material but is 
not paged consecutively so is a little difficult 
to use for reference altho section numbers 
provide a key in the index. Material has ap- 
parently been issued in pamphlet form. 


Williams, James M. Our rural heritage. 
1925. 246p. Knopf, $5. 630.1 


A contribution to social psychology in the 
form of a study of rural attitudes and be- 
liefs. Concentrates on one New York neigh- 
borhood and covers the period from the 
Revolution to about 1873. A second volume 
will take up the later periods. Touches on 
attitudes to the weather to social institu- 
tions, to politics, the humorous attitude, 
etc. Extremely readable, but unnecessarily 
high priced. 


Fine Arts 
Clark, B. H. How to produce amateur 


plays. New ed., 1925. 177p. Lit- 
tle, $2. 792 
The text is enlarged by 36 pages. A new 


chapter is added on Dramatics in the school. 
Notes on makeup formerly in the appen- 
dix now make a chapter. Many of the 
illustrations are new and there are other 
changes. 


Personalities in art. 
illus. Scribner, $3.50. 
759 


In addition to papers on various individ- 
ual artists has discussions of The art of art 
criticism, Religious painting, Venice as a 
painting ground, American industrial art, 
ete. The papers on individual artists are 
a pleasant combination of biographical in- 
formation and criticism. The discussions 
of American art subjects give it a special 
value for clubs. 


Downes, W. H. John S. Sargent, his life 
and work. 1925. 3813p. illus. Lit- 

tle, $8. 759.1 

An outline sketch of Sargent’s life, a cata- 
log of his works, a bibliography and many 
fllustrations make up this handsome volume. 
For the art collection of the large library. 

Van Rensselaer, Mrs. S. Art out-of- 
doors. New ed., 1925. 482p. Scrib- 
ner, $2.50. 710 


New edition of » work published in 1893, 
with three supplementary chapters, one 
headed Changes, and covering general de- 
velopments in the field in the last 30 years, 
one on the Arnold Arboretum, and one on 
the Ailanthus, a neglected tree. The bibli- 
ography has also been supplemented. 


Cortissoz, Royal. 
1925. 444p. 
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Literature 


Eaton, Walter P. Green trails and up- 
land pastures. 1925. 303p._ illus. 
Wilde, $2.50. 814 or 824 


Reprint that calls attention to this at- 
tractive book of essays. “Christmas and the 
winter world” is one of the most delightful 
of modern contributions to Christmas liter- 
ature. 


Gerwig, H. ed. Crowell’s handbook for 
readers and writers. 1925. 727p. 
Crowell, $3.50. 803 


A dictionary of literary allusions, charac- 
ters, etc. One of the most practical and 
usable handbooks in its class. Repeats much 
of the best of the material found in other 
books and is up-to-date enough to include 
Babbitt and Barney Google. 


Nicolson, Marjorie, comp. The art of 
description. 1925. 4388p. Crofts, 
$2.50. 808 


Books of selections, illustrating types of 
descriptive writing. Intended for students of 
writing. Introduction by Professor J. M. 
Thomas, University of Minnesota. 


Sherman, Stuart P. Letters to a lady 
in the country. 1925. 232p. Scrib- 
ner, $2. 814 or 824 

Supposedly the genuine letters exchanged 
between a young Kentuckian living in New 

York and a woman at home. Represent typ- 

ical reactions of city and country. Pleas- 

ant light reading, not an essential purchase. 


Poetry and Drama 


Drinkwater, John. Robert Burns. 1925. 
121p. Houghton, $1.50. 822 


A play introducing many of the familiar 
Burns songs. Covers the poet’s life from his 
young manhood to just before his death. 
Makes much of Jean and her faithful love. 


Goodman, Kenneth Sawyer and Hecht, 
Ben. The wonder hat and other 
plays. 1925. 188p. Appleton, $1.75. 

812 or 822 


Five plays already well known to Little 
theater groups—The wonder hat, The two 
lamps, An idyll of the shops, The hand of 
Siva, The hero of Santa Maria. All good 
acting plays. The Goodman theatre in con- 
nection with the Art Institute, Chicago, is a 
memorial to one of the authors. 
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Leonard, William Ellery. Two lives. 
1925. 109p. Huebsch, $2. 
811 or 821 


This distinguished work by a Wisconsin 
poet has been known to critics for a num- 
ber of years but is now issued for public 
circulation for the first time. Tells a story 
in verse form, a personal tragedy dignified 
to high art. Wisconsin libraries should be 
proud to add it to their shelves. 

Neilson, Francis. The day before com- 
mencement. 1925. 155p. Huebsch, 
$1.50. 812 or 822 

Called a comedy in four acts, really a 
tragedy of family life in which the father 
has shirked all responsibility. Librarians 
will enjoy the meeting of the Pure Books 
club in act three where the pros and cons 
of censorship are threshed out. 


Travel 


Bone, James. The London perambulator. 
1925. 195p. illus. Knopf, $5 914.21 
Delightful book about London, unusual in 
theme and in treatment. Muirhead Bone’s 
pictures are as charming as his brother’s 
text. 


Dixon, G. C. From Melbourne to Mos- 
cow. 1925. 3820p. Little, $4. 915 
Observations by an intelligent traveler 
from Australia. The outcome of a journey 
to London by way of the East Indies, China, 
Korea, Japan, Manchuria, Siberia and Rus- 
sia. For larger libraries. 


Faris, John T. When America was 
young. 1925. 372p. illus. $6. 973 
Something in the nature of a popular 
source book. Extracts from old books, let- 
ters, and diaries with comments. Interest- 
ing to dip into, or for reference. Not so good 
for consecutive reading. 


Hedin, Sven. My life as an explorer. 
1925. 544p. illus. Boni & Liver- 
ight, $5. 915 

Has combined biographical and travel in- 
terest, altho the latter is the stronger. 

Translated from the Swedish, but reads with 

unusual smoothness. Has action from the 

first page. Illustrated with sketches by the 
author. 


Huntington, Ellsworth. West of the Pa- 
cific. 1925. 4538p. Scribner, $4.50. 
910 

Travel book written from the point of 
view of a geographer. Based on a voyage 
to Australia to attend the second Pan-Pa- 
cific Science Congress in 1923. Gives impres- 
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sions of Japan, Korea, China, Java, and Aus- 
tralia. At a lower price would be welcomed 
in every library. 
Kinnosuke, Adachi. Manchuria, a sur- 
vey. 1925. 401p. illus. McBride, 
$5. 915.18 
Presents a wealth of information that will 
be useful to larger libraries. Maps and il- 
lustrations. Index. 


Murphy, T. D. Seven wonderlands of the 
American west. 1925. 350p. Page, 

$6. 917.9 
The first three sections, treating of Yel- 


lowstone, Yosemite and the Grand Canyon, 
were issued previously under the title Three 


wonderiands of the American West. Now 
enlarged to include Zion Canyon, Glacier, 
Crater Lake and the Petrified forest. Hand- 


somely illustrated. The small library can get 
satisfactory material in free or inexpensive 
form. 


Riggs, Arthur S. France from sea to 
sea. 1925. 394p. illus. McBride, 
$2.50. 914.4 


A new edition with six added chapters 
and minor revisions to bring it up-to-date. 
Among the new chapters one entitled Not far 
from Paris will be helpful to the traveler 
who is making only a short stay. 


Seton, Grace Thompson. Yes, lady sahib. 
1925. 370p. illus. Harper. 915.4 


In her travels the author is always inter- 
ested in the position of women, and this fact 
gives a special interest to her book on India. 
She meets Gandhi, as others have done, but 
gives us also an account of Mrs. Gandhi 
of whom we have heard little. 


Steep, Thomas. Chinese fantastics. 1925. 


223p. Century, $2. 915.1 
An unpretentious and rather delightful 
book of Chinese impressions. Not a con- 


nected narrative, but a series of chapters on 
picturesque aspects of the life as observed 
by the author. 


The first world flight. 
illus. Houghton, $5. 
910 
The six young men who took part in this 
world event have told their stories to Lowell 
Thomas who has worked them over into a 
continuous narrative. Well illustrated. A 
drawing card for men and boys. 


Wharton, Edith. In Morocco. 1925. 290p. 
illus. Scribner, $3. 916.4 


New edition, one dollar cheaper than the 
1919 edition. Still expensive. 


Thomas, Lowell. 
1925. 328p. 
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Biography 
Grant, Jesse R. In the days of my 
father, General Grant. 1925. 329p. 
Harper, $3.50. 921 
Jesse Grant was a child at the time of the 
Civil War and his reminiscences of his father 
begin at that time and continue to the close 
of his public career. Will interest many older 
readers. 


Grey of Fallodon, Viscount. Twenty-five 
years, 1892-1916. 2v. Stokes, $10. 
921 


The most important book of memoirs of 
the year, important for the light they throw 
on the origins of the war, the remote origins 
as well as the immediate events in which 
Lord Gray took part as Foreign Secretary. 
“The endeavor has been made to present the 
facts in such a way as to discover, or help 
others to discover and draw, conclusions that 
may avoid another war of the same scope 
and character.” 


Hendrick, B. J. Letters of Walter Hines 
Page. lv. Doubleday, $5. 921 


The original two volumes issued in one, at 
half the price. For note on the one dollar 
school edition (selections) see Booklist 22:82, 
Nov. ’25. It should also be noted that a 
third volume of letters has been issued. 


Howe, Frederic C. The confessions of a 
reformer, 1925. 352p. Scribner, $3. 
921 
Not a fully rounded autobiography but a 
series of interesting reminiscences of the 
author’s public life. Is similar to Brand 
Whitlock’s Forty years of it which has just 
been reprinted. The two could well be read 
together. The author is known in this state 
for Wisconsin, an experiment in democracy, 
1912. 


Lawton, Mary. A lifetime with Mark 
Twain. 1925. 352p. Harcourt, 
$3.50. 921 

The reminiscences of Katy Leary, a life- 
long servant in the home of the Clemenses, 
set down in her own words by Mary Law- 
ton. Stories and anecdotes and personal com- 
ment on the various members of the fam- 
ily and their friends follow in succession. 

An unusual contribution to biography. Sure 

to be popular. Appeared in Pictorial Re- 

view. 

McElroy, Robert. Grover 
1923. 427p. Harper $5. 

Two volumes in one. 

Quick, Herbert. One man’s life. 1925. 

408p. illus. Bobbs. $5. 921 


Readers of Vandemark’s folly and its se- 
quels will enjoy this more direct account of 


Cleveland. 
921 
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pioneer life in Iowa. Will take a permanent 
place among American biographies. Re- 
counts the author’s early years only, down 
to the 80’s. Appeared in Saturday Evening 
Post. 


Villiers, Elizabeth. Love stories of Eng- 
lis queens. 1925. 255p. illus. Mc- 
Kay, $2.50 942 or 920 


Twelve sketches, entertainingly written 
and presenting always the romantic aspects 
of the stories told. Girls would enjoy them. 


Whitlock, Brand. Forty years of it. 
1925. 3874p. Appleton, $2.50. 921 


This book now reprinted with a preface 
by William Allen White is one of the best 
records we have of the period that closed the 
old century and began the new. Parallels 
F. C. Howe’s new book of reminiscences, in 
its pictures of Tom Johnson, Golden Rule 
Jones, and others. 


Fiction 
Aldrich, Bess Streeter. The rim of the 


prairie. 1925. 352p. Appleton, $2. 


The story of a foundling, Nanny Moore, 
left on the doorstep of a childless couple, pio- 
neers on a Nebraska farm. A wholesome, 
understanding presentation of smali town 
life with a pioneer background. Excellent 
small library book. Good for any library. 


Bower, B. M. Meadowlark basin. 1925. 


3802p. Little, $2. 


Much action, some sentiment and a spice of 
cowboy humor make this a readable western 
story. 


Buchan, John. John Macnab. 
298p. Houghton, $2. 

Advised by his physician to go out and 
steal a horse, Sir Edward Leithen, dis- 
tinguished lawyer, joins his fortunes with 
two friends who have received somewhat 
similar advice and they proceed to put it 
into practice on the Scottish border, with re- 
sulting return of the zest for life. Good ad- 
venture story. 

See Booklist 22:72, Nov. '25. 


Dell, Floyd. 1925. 
Doran, $2. 

Very much the best novel this author has 
done. More mature, more impersonal. Con- 
cerned largely with the relations of a father 
and daughter, the father a vagabond who had 
run away from his wife and child to return 
after seventeen years and find the girl grown 
up. 

Gray, James. The penciled frown. 1925. 
297p. Scribner, $2. 


A young dramatic critic who takes his po- 
sition with inordinate seriousness is the cen- 
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tral figure in this amusingly ironic tale. A 
good light novel for slightly sophisticated 
tastes. 


Hueston, Ethel. 
Bobbs, $2. 

Begins as a parsonage story and gives 
another delightful picture of childhood. 
Swedey, a little playmate, is only an inci- 
dental figure for much of the book and be- 
fore she comes into her own at the end 
there are several chapters of padding. 


Swedey. 1925. 300p. 


Hutchinson, Vere. The naked man, 1925. 
350p. Century, $2. 

A gripping story of a man’s thwarted de- 
sire fora son. Very reminiscent of Phillpotts 
in its bare tragedy of simple folk. Not neces- 
sary in a small library. 


Miln, Louise Jordan. Ruben and Ivy 
Sen. 1925. 360p. Stokes, $2. 

A sequel to Mr. and Mrs. Sen, carrying on 
the story of the two children. The author 
believes that mixed marriages always mean 
tragedy for the children and illustrates her 
belief in the life of these two children, one of 
whom looks like an Englishman and feels 
like a Chinaman, the other, the girl, with 
Chinese features and a deep hatred for the 
part of herself that is not English. 


Ostenso, Martha. 
356p. Dodd, $2. 
The novel that won one of the largest 
prizes of recent years. A sombre story of 
a farm community in the far north center- 
ing around the figure of Caleb Gare, a hard 
grasping character who dominates his fam- 
ily with unbelievable cruelty. With his death 
the atmosphere clears and the story ends on 
a brighter note 


Wild geese. 1925. 


Montgomery, L. M. Emily climbs. 1925. 
8312p. Stokes, $2. 

Takes Emily through her high school 
period, from fourteen to seventeen. Told 
partly in extracts from her diary. Some 
women and older girls will enjoy it as they 
did the earlier book. 


Parrish, Anne. A _ pocketful of poses. 
1925. 320p. Harper, $2. 
An earlier novel by the author of The per- 
ennial bachelor. Clever portrait of a girl who 
is incurably given to posing. 


Royde-Smith, Naomi G. The tortoise 
shell cat. 1925. 287p. Boni & Liv- 
eright, $2.50. 

Clever and witty English story concerned 
with the affairs of women, men playing lit- 
tle part in it. Some readers will miss the 
romantic interest, to others its unusualness 
will appeal. 
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Twenty miles out: indiscretions of a com- 
muter’s wife. 1925. 156p. illus. 
Little, $1.25. 

Delightful little sketches by a woman 
writer, telling how she and her husband 
came to live in a cozy little house in a 
friendly suburb, and of the joys and tribu- 
lations of their year as commuters. 


Train, Arthur. The lost gospel. 1925. 


97p. Scribner, $1.50. 

Story built around a supposedly lost let- 
ter setting forth additional sayings and 
teachings of Jesus. Purely a work of fic- 
tion. Reprinted from Saturday Evening 
Post. 


Turnbull, Margaret. Alabaster lamps. 
1925. 340p. Reilly & Lee, $2. 

A romance pure and simple. A country 
grocer who wields a wide influence in his 
neighborhood, a likeable young chap from 
the city announced as the grocer’s adopted 
nephew, and a charming mother and daugh- 
ter are the characters. Will be popular with 
women. 


Complete Works 


Dickens, Charles. Works (Large type 
edition). illus. Harper, $2.50 ea. 

The same as the old National Library edi- 
tion. Bound in neat purple cloth. The best 
reading type of any edition on the market. 
Good for replacements. 12 volumes have 
been issued. Write to publisher for list of 
titles. 


Works (South 
Seas ed.) 32v. Scribner, 90c ea. 

Attractive small sized edition. Same size 
as Biographical edition but not from same 
plates. Includes the Letters in four vol- 
umes, the poems in two volumes, and sev- 
eral odd volumes (one of plays) not available 
in other editions. 


Children’s Books 
Aesop’s fables. 1925. 205p. 
per, 75c. 


An inexpensive reprint that 
young readers. 


Stevenson, Robert Louis. 


illus. Har- 


will attract 


A dog of Flanders, 
1738p. 


De lz Rameé, Louisa. 
and The Nurenberg stove. 
Harper, 75c. 

A satisfactory inexpensive reprint. 
print. 


Gilchrist, Beth B. Trails end. 
231p. Century, $1.75. 


A winter camp in the Green mountains 
brings together a group of girls of different 


Good 
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types and from different homes. Their sports, 
their good times, their adjustments to one 
another make a good story for girls. 


Hutchinson, W. M. L. The golden porch. 
1925. 302p. illus. Longmans, $2. 
292 
An excellent presentation of the Greek 
myths for children. Now issued in a new 
edition after being out of print. 


The young people’s cook 
book for home and camp. 1925. 
290p. Crowell, $2. 641.5 

An edition for any small library. The col- 
loquial style makes it easy for a mother to 
use in giving directions to her children. The 
directions for camp life are especially good. 


McFee, Inez. 


Oleott, Virginia. International plays. 
1925. 245p. Dodd, $1.75. 
812 or 822 


A collection of eight plays into which the 
author has woven something of the fairy 
lore, poetry and music of as many coun- 
tries. Each play is accompanied by a short 
list of good books to read. Could be used 
in connection with geography or in promot- 
ing international good feeling. The author’s 
Everyday plays for home, school and settle- 
ment has been reprinted. 


Perry, Stella G. When mother lets us 
act. 1925. 146p. illus. Moffat, $1. 
793 


A book designed to help children make up 
plays for themselves. Gives hints on cos- 
tuming, staging, etc., with many suggestive 
ideas—but not the text of actual plays. Good 
book to stimulate thought and imagination 
in children. 


Holiday Editions 


New titles in the Riverside Bookshelf 
(Houghton $2.) are Lamb’s Tales, The house 
of the seven gables, and Rebecca of Sunny- 
brook Farm. Scribner’s have added two 
volumes to their list of handsome editions. 
The Deerslayer, with Wyeth pictures ($2.50) 
and Twenty thousand leagues under the sea, 
illustrated by W. J. Aylward, price $2. 
Dodd, Mead & Company add an illustrated 
Tale of two cities and a new Ivanhoe, each 
$2. Harper’s issue an edition of A Con- 
necticut Yankee with colored pictures by 
Henry Pitz ($2.) and a Heidi for which 
Louis Rhea¢. has made the pictures ($1.75). 
Also a pleasing Pinnoch‘» with good type and 
pictures. The clear, colorful pictures by 
Stephen Reid make the Crowell Treasure 
Island attractive at $1.50. Macmillan’s 
have added Kidnapped to their Children’s 
Classics. 








